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•AlT this moment, when public attention is fo 
much excited to the military force of the em^ 
pire; when the Government encourages enquiry^ 
that the moft efficacious means may be traced 
for the increafe of the army, and the ameli- 
oration of its eftablifliment, apology for any 
communication upon the fubjefl; would be weari- 
fome courtefy ; at the fame time, as the enquiry 
involves matters of high importance, and yet of 
the moft delicate charafter, I feel it incumbent 
on me to prevent the cenfure which might be 
attached to the publication of this treatife, by 
obferving, that manufcript memorials feldom are 
prefcnted to the eye for which they weredefigned^ 
and that the fubordihate agents of office too 
often prefume to judge of the merits of the me- 
moir, and depide for their fuperiors, . whether 
. B their 
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tlieir time ihould be occupied by the perufal of 
them.* 

Now if my remarks be imworthy of at- 
tention, they will never intrude upon your 
notice; but if the public attach to them any 
confideration, they will be introduced under 
fuch patronage, as* will enfure the defired deli- 
beration upon their praftical expediency. 

Much of what I have to urge muft be repeti- 
tion of arguments frequently applied, and pro- 
bably better exprcifed ; but I lliall endeavour to 
be concife, where the fubjeft has already and 
recently been treated; trufting for indulgence, 
when I dwell upon points, which may be novel 
to many, bnt in which all will, Itruft, feel the 
moft generous intereft. — I premife that my ob- 
jeft is no more than what I profefs, — the eftablifh- 
ment of our military force upon a foundation 
which may be commenfurate with our wealth 

* F^nce ewes the difcovery of mtiny of her beft Generals 
to the cuftom of tranfmiUing memorials t« the Bureau de 
Guerre, Hoche was, from this ^cumftance, feleded by 
Camot to the command of the army There may be much 
time confumedi in perttiing uninterefling memoirs, 1>ut the 
cudoiii does afford the bcft opiportutfity to afcertain the talents 
«f officers. 

andl 
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and rank in the fcale of nations, and eon* 
fiftent with the principles of Britifli liberty^ 
and unfophifticated philanthropy. Confcious of 
the integrity of my intentions, I fliall defy the 
hoftility of prejudice, and fpurn the infinuation* 
of calumny ; but happy Ihould I be indeed, if 
any reprefentation of mine ihall contribute to 
fecure that interfercnce which has been too long 
withheld, but for which the prefent epoch pre- 
fents the mod favourable occafion. 

Tlie heterogeneous fpecies of force which 
compofe the prefent military ftrength of this em*^ 
pire, are claffed under the heads of Volunteers» 
Militia, Army of Referve, and Regulars. By the 
extraordinary energy of the nation, an armed 
body of 500,000 men have aflembled to leant 
mi^tary exercife, and defend the country in cafe 
of invafion. At the firft enumeration of this 
numberj it muft appear to fuperficial obfervers, 
that invafion no longer could be hazarded, even 
if the battalions of this force were alone deftined 
to oppofe the army M'hich fliould be difem- 
baj'ked. The brilliant fucceffe* of the French 
national troops, at the commencement of the 
conteft, have impreffed the generality of all na* 
tions with falfe notions of the prowefs of an 
armed populace. The change of name and of 

B 2 . drefs 
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drefs have deceived mankind, and the fynipa^ 
theticenthufiafrn excited in favour of men fight- 
ing for liberty, has produced a voluntary failure 

ft 

of recollection as to the qircumftance of there 
being nekr 250,000 regular inftrufted troops^ 
amongft wb^fc; ranks the volunteers and con- 
fcripts were difperfed. Of which original force, 
two or three regiments pnly quitted the re- 
publican fervice, and but few officers^ and after 
the firft year the French army was never aug- 
mented more than one fourth, fo that in fact, 
thefe volunteer battalions were as well organized 
as any in Europe, and as fit for fervice. 

But the Britifh volunteer fyftem prefents a 
very different formation, and they muft march 
into the field under aufpices diametrically ad- 
verfe. Neverthelefs with all the achantagcs 
which the French national armies retained, were 
they not beaten every Avhere at the commence- 
ment of the war; and was not a tva&. of coun- 
try inftantaneoufly over-run by the allies, which 
if traverfed in England by a French army, from 
the moft diftant point of debarkation, would be 
ixiore than neceflary to bring the enemy to Lon- 
don. — And how was the retreat of the Duke of 
Brunfwick at laft effefted ? Certainly not by 
force or any apparent danger. 

France, 
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France, in all lief at^ogance, admits that the 
Britiih are a brave people ; flieexpefts, no doubt, 
the.moft vigorous refiftance which a nation jealoui 
to;defeiKl their native country, but unprepared 
with a regular military defence caw offer; Ihe is 
iio-no\'ice in thaffpecies of oppofition, and has 
leariit full well to appreciate the full powers of 
\vhat iHe has termed the levy en maffe; but with 
iail that knowledge, with the Gonfcioufneis '©f 
iiear 500^000 armed volunteers being enrolled in 
Great Britain, and all the terrible confequences 
of defeat, would* ifce hefitate i to difembaitk her 
armies, if the fafe paflage ' of the Chatftrtnel 
could be fecured? Fortunately government 
does not entertain a too confident opinion of 
the invincibility of the force cdlleded for the de- 
fence of the empire, a^ our p^rfevertng block* 

^de for fo many months evinces. 

• . ■ . . , f ... 

■1 ■ , . 

It is to be hoped that what Marlhil Turenne 
laid win be found true, if notwithftanding our 
fleets the enemy fliould land, " that the bon 
Dieu generally takes the fide of the moft. nu- 
merous battalions," for a miracle muft be indeed 
worked, if any early fuccefs^ other wife prevents 
a confiderable French force from penetrating 
very far towards the capital, if that point be 
their objed. 

B 3 If 
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If the French were once to entrench, therc^can 
be no doubt but the vokmteers niightj au<l wouW 
;tlien difplay their courage with certain |>rofpe6t 
of vi61:ory ; but armed peafants, under a proper 
difpofition, and with fupport from th^e regular ar- 
my, would affault, with the fame gallantry, and 
almoft equal probability of cai'rying the line^ 
A forward movement of that nature is different 
from field operations. Energy, not order, woiild 
Joe required froux tlie niafs, and the conteft, hand 
to haad afterw^rd^ would, on every account, be 
in favour of the aifailants. But in an eo^teiided 
tfphere of warfare, when movements^ muft be 
made with regularity, notwitkftanding heavy 
momentary lofs, battalions muft have not only 
gallant officers to encourage them by thdr '^t^ 
an^ple, bwtoffome reputation, on whofe fteadi- 
nefs, prefence of mind, and judgment they cjaa 
rely, and which qualities are only to be obtained 
on aflual fervice. The beft troops, under differ- 
ent circumftances, behave very differently; with 
fome officers they ctearfully undertake the naoft 
formidable danger, noalpeQ; df death daunts their 
refolution, nor can carnage throw the furvivom 
into diforder ; but the veiy fame troops willprefent 
a fpe^acle of the moft unworthy cowardice, 
•when led into adion by thofe for whom they en* 
tertain no military confideration, 

I do 



( 7 ) 

I do not arrogate for tlie officers of the army 
luperior courage, or am ignorant that tlie greater 
part of the volunteer officers poffefs tlie higheft 
feelings of honour, and natural fpirit. I know 
that they are feilow-men, fellow citizens, and 
have been educated in the fame notions of inanly 
character ; but is not tlie novelty of aftion fuffi- 
ciently extraordinary and agitating as to require 
their whole attention for tlieir o^v^[l individual de- 
meanour, mthout expeding fi-om the;m the re- 
iponixbility of commanding others? And would 
not d^ an;K:iety of tlie men probably terminate in 
irrefoluition and panic, when tliey find themlHves 
in ^ new danger, without the aj^i of confidence 
to invigorate their minds?-— ^n or coald they be 
juAly fiigmatized as coAv^ards. Ignorance can^ 
not demand the homage which i$ the right of 
experience. 

He wfeo ftudies the hiftoiy of mankind, knows 
that it requires the powerful ftinniltis of example 
to infufe the energy of an aftive courage, which 
capacitates men to advance againft danger, 
when their natural j^affions are not operating ; 
and tiiat the 4lrong grafp of difcipline and long 
habits of obedience can alone fecure the ftea^i- 
nefs of the mafs in perilous exigencies, 

B4 Aaive 
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A6live courage and refignation to inevitable 
death, are very different eflfortj of the mind. 
The moft abjedl people will die .with calm* 
nefs, nay, apparent indifference. . Nations have 
fubmitted to flavery, torture, and individual 
extirpation, but, neverthelefs, dared not to rife 
upon the handful of their oppreffors. The 
annals of the world teem with inflances of even 
warlike nations being fubjugated by fmall but 
well difciplined armies. The rebellion in Ire- 
land is a remarkable proof that experiience and 
confidence in officers was requifite, and the 
more recent events in India eflablifh the fad, 
that immenfe numerical fuperiority and equal 
perfonal courage are unavailing againft troops 
compofed of the fame nations, but officered by 
thofewhofe. capacityvto command was not pror 
blematical. 

Mmjy unacquainted with the. operations of 
war, prefume that the ufe of the truly Britilh 
weapon-" the bayonet," would compenfate for 
this deficiency, and imjaigme xhsit th^ inclination 
to etigage in clofe a<^ion, enfures the opportu- 
nity,. Perhaps I may fail in corredling this 
opinion, but neverthelefe the, idea is altogether 
erroneous. An able and adive enemy will, in 
an enclofed country, mock fuch an attempt, and 
- \ '' in 
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in fecurity mow down the hordes of affailants. 
The invention of gun-powder has facilitated the 
enterprife of invaders, by elongating the other- 
wife overbearing weight of numbers, and unlels 
the French, defpifing the advantage of ground, 
and rafhly confident in prefumed fuperiority of 
fkill, venture upon Salifbury plain or fome other 
particular open tradl, it can only be after the 
moft'frightful lofs. (indeed too frightful for the 
beft troops) that the intrepid furvivors reach 
their ranks* But are the neceffary qualities for 
this heroic determination, and indifference to 
facrifice fo inftantaneoufly acquired ? Are previ- 
ous habits, the comforts of life, and endearments 
of exiftence, from which they have been fo re- 
cently feparated, fo foon forgotten? Does the 
mere invettiture of a Britifli uniform endow with 
all the fplendid military virtues? Are the influ- 
ence of a military life, a particular train of confe- 
quent reafoning upon the. objeft and chances of 
the profeffion, the.habitude of confidering a pre- 
mature death as preferable to difgrace, a cannon 
ball a better deftihy than the ordinary termina- 
tions of life, the perpetual pra6lice of obedience, 
but imaginary advantages, without which the 
fame refults may be produced? Are fubmiffion 
in moments of difficulty, and patience under att 
privations, no longer to be confidered as the 
^ confe- 



con&queneos «f difcipfine, <m' ajpe we to beli&rr 
iliat the firitifii vblunteei's are favoured with pra- 
•tematural powers to exhibit tiiefe phoe^QOinetia, 
in oppofition to mery acknowledge priiaciple. 
Had an eniciDy d^afided in tfob country beSotc the 
arnayhad reoeiired its reanforcemettfcB, a fatal proof 
to the contrary would affur^dly have been ma- 
jiifefted, and even now the errors of the eftaWifli- 
-ment may only be coireSed after a fevere expe- 
rienoe of their exifi^ce. Thecrjoation in timeixf 
danger of an amphibious focce partially paitak>- 
ftog of the military charai^er, bait inceflaatly 
inaintaiinng the nature^ and a^^puying itfelf upofi 
the rights of the citizen, is no more than an aiv 
tifioe to impofe by a return of numbers, bu^t as 
in fad; a body atitbrdkig no real i^rotedion to the 
fiate. 

.J 

When a govemment has formed a fufficient 
regular army to oppafe the force which menaces 
to^ttack her, then tlie addation of an armed pa- 
fmlation will enfure a 'decided fuperiorjty, and 
materially contrifbute to iliorten the conteft, but 
♦until the regular army is completed, allparochial 
military eftabliftiments ccHinteraft tlie ppopofed 
iobjed, and encreafe the difficulty of providing 
an efficient defence. Such an extenfion of the 
volunteer fyftemis alfo ruinous, fmce a wholp 

" nation 
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JoatiOE mufi; march to repel an invafion. NdileCt 
gentry, manufa&urerfi, artizans, peafants, muft 
ail kaire their homes, their occupations, and ti^eir 
families, whereas a well regulated defenfive force 
would probably prevent in vafion, and at all events 
fecure the empire fVom the uneafinefs and incoii* 
veniejicLes of this expenfive, and after aU, non- 
military array^ 

I But, if the fyfiem is to be perfevered in, fuch 
amendments as can be introduced, certainly 
ought to have immediate effeS. The evili 
which maybe remedied, fliauld not be conti- 
nued, unlefs the whole efiahli&ment is propofed 
to lapie by tiieir operaition. 

All the laws and regulations whtdh jiave ^en 
t^ia6ted for the organization of the Voludiiteens 
hitherto, have folely reganded the corps of great 
toWiQs. The fyftem of anangeo^nt ia the me- 
tropolis has been the bafis for i^ the vpluhtccBS 
-of the couBtiy , without any ooolyeraition of (that 
dififfiadion which a different order of men and 
local caju&6 had created, and which muft be .con- 
fult-ed if the Governmeait be defirou« of the pcr- 
:manence of this force. ^ 

The volunteers of London may be |iit)perly 
• reiri- 
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•regimented : there is no great fatigtie in march- 
i^'g from any part of the City to Hyde Park; 
'but i^hen men are required to marich ten miles 
^o a regimental parade, which frequently occurs 
in the country corps, (and even 4 greater dif- 
tance,) IHtduld imagine that the greateft Mar- 
tinet woukltidt require much attention to duty 
upon the ground of exercife; nib^rcan thefe 
harraffed men feel much zeal for infirudion 
when they arrive at their journey's end. 

Many great evils arife alfo out of fuch a 
formation. Since rank was lavifhed with fo 
profjafe;a grant, few gentlemen will condefcand 
to take a regimental commiflion below ;th6 
rank of Field Officer ; whereas, if each great 
land proprietor or gentleman of confideration in 
a county would alfemble his own tenantry and 
dependants within their refpeCtive pari{hes,.he 
muft be fatisfied, if not feel a pride, in heading 
thefe men as their captain, and his connexions 
and friends wiftild not imagine themfelves de- 
graded by holding, under fuch circ^imftances, 
an inferior commifTion : the men would readily 
feize every occafion to affemble ; every one ca- 
pable of bearing arms would take a mufquet, and 
a feudal attachment would, in a great degree, 
fuperfede the neceflity for any martial control. 

t But 
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But w^en country volunteers are regimented,^ 
the r^efpeifil' and. 3.ftt<5lion for t)ieir own particular 
officers is abibrbed in the enlargement of the 
eftablifliment; ,whilft the comnumdiiag officer,; or 
the adjutant, who i$ in moft.cafes the effic^ntj 
coninian.dan,t, cannot poffibly fubftitute an equal 
principle, of afil^o^, Qent:lemen finding them- 
felves without any refponfibility, negleQ: attend- 
ance, apd gradually withdraw altogether. ■ 

It would be lamented that corps, were ever 
regimented, if the high rank which has been 
granted to unprofeffional men was the only bad 
confequence : fo many felf-evident evils are con- 
nefted with this miilaken indulgence to gratify 
felfe pride, that men unacquainted with the fecret 
fprings of Governmeot muft be aftoniflied at the 
motives w^hich. influenced their confent; but 
aftual warfare beinsr themoftferious. of all human 
operations, fhould never be offisred as afubjeA 
for folly and levity to play tiieir antics with, 
and when the conteft is about to be for fuch an 
awful ftake as our Country, private political pro- 
je6ls fliould never interfere with the defenfiye 
arrangement, much lefs , expofe to injury the 
public fervice. , . * 

• • • • t • . 

• r . . ' ' ' ' • . 

The v^unteers .affuredly now prefer to be 

direded 
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dircfted by their own chieftains ; but in the dajr 
of battle will they infift upon thefe leaders retain*- 
ing the command ? When life is upon the cfie, 
will they coHeft rotes for their retention from 
thofe who might with great willingnefs and pro^ 
priety commit the Conftitution to their difcte- 
tion? But let us not believe that gentlemen 
would infift upcm high military rank to gratify 
a vanity which cannot give them any addrtional 
real diftin6lion ; that they ever required, as the 
Jint qua non of their fervices, the admiflion of 
this dangerous and indecent encroachment upon 
the military profeffion. 

It is Angular that in the arrangement of the 
volunteer force thofe precautions were fo avow- 
edly negleded, which, from praftical experience, 
were found effentially ncccffary for the regulation 
of all armies ; that for a remote warfare meafures^ 
of precaution Ihould be taken, which in one 
of fo much mo|e importance are deemed in- 
fignificant. 

Sx years nraft an officer ferve in the Britifli. 
army before he can obtain , the rank of a Field 
Officer, before he is efteemed as qualified (not* 
withftanding all that time he may have been on 
a6lual fervice) to undertake the refpoj||bility of 

the 
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the. command which attaches to his fituatlon ; but 
the volunteer at once affume^ the rank of fiiU Co- 
lonel, by virtue of which high ftation he commands 
nearly every regiment in the king's fervice ; and 
if invafion abfolutely fliould take place, may find 
himfelf in the command of an army. * It is no 
counter-argument that his difcretion would in- 
duce him to confult officers of intelligence. He 
has a power, which ought to be delegated to 
BO man^ unto whom fuch a charge could not^ 
confiftent with the rules of the fervice, be 
committed. That there may be heaven-born 
generals among the volunteer officers is pof- 
fibJe* In the French Revolution there were 
many proofs that there may be great officers 
without a regular initiation into the army, but 
fuch incidents do not juftify fo wide a /levi- 
ation from eftabliihed practice, nor have th« 
officers proved themfclves fo unworthy of fill- 
filling their own duties. When once high rank 
was given, every nobleman and gentleman, of 
equal ftation in fociety, required the fame con- 
ceffion, and thus jealoufy became the true lever 
of the mifchief which puts authority and refpon- 

* It is ^Liraordinaiy that a Claufe in tfae lafl Bill for regu- 
lating the Vdanteers poiitively direded^ that no officer uiftder 
the rank of a General Officer ihouid in any cafe command 
them. 4 , 

fibility 
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fibiHty where there is no j5offible experience, and 
prevents the militia and the volunteers froiri 
being commanded by gentlemen of the country.* 

The volunteers of London and great cities 
ihould alone be regimented. 

The volunteers of the country fhould only bo 
formed into companies, and be commanded by 
thofe on whofe eftates and by whofe influence 
they are raifed. 

All volunteers ought to be exercifed upon one 
lyftem, and the companies numbered in ^ach 
county, fo as to avoid difputes about precedency- 

In cafe of adual fervice, the companies when 
called out fhould be united, according to the 
exigency of the occafion and the convenience of 
the fervice, as regiments, under the direflion of 
the fenior officer, with the rank of major-com- 
mandant. 

* There is ho body of men more liberal than the officers df 
theKing^s army. If the bad confequence of a precedent could b© 
avoided, there is not one who would obje6t to the introdu6!ion 
of an individual who has difplayed great talent and high couh 
Wge. 

When 
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* 

When neceffary, fuperior officers from the re-* 
gular army ^(hould be appointed, atthedifcretion 
of 'the genieral, to condudl and command the 
corps before ari^iiemy. 

• « ■ A 

'If artiongftth6 volunteer officers there are 
any properly qualified from having been bred 
in the army, or who may have fhewn particular 
military talent, or ftudied attentively the theory 
of war, no doubt the general would gladly 
employ them ; but the power ihould be vefted in 
him of appointing fuch cotnimandants on parti- 
cular fervices, as he may^jbd'ge the beft cal- 
culated to effisd his objefts.* 

There Ihould be no exemptions ; for as it is the 
natural right of every man to defend, his pro- 
perty, fo is it one of the primeval laws of fo- 

* A colonel, with one affifting officer, is appointed now to 
command a brigade ; but if each was worthy to be a general 
in chief, the united ferviccs of thefe individuals could not avail 
much in an aftion. How can one or two men command three 
or four thoufand, when the regimental officers are all inex- 
perienced. The flation is a very difficult and ferious one. 

It is difcovered that colonels are not of fufficient rank to com*- 
m^lid the volunteers as. was propofed, and therefore they^re 
now aU to'be madei brigadier generals. Such, already is the ef- 
f^Qs of the claufe in the Jatead^ which decides that the volun* 
teers are top diflinguiihed to be commanded by field officers 
from the king's army. ' ^ ^ . 

C- ciety 
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cfety that every citizen iJiQulfi defend hi* conn* 
try. Thi3 prjpcipj^ w^? acknowledged 'm (hf 
freef^ republics, Qpcl it k applied in its qiqii 
drained conftrudion to pur o^y^i s^ri|)^nteqtl|« 
The principle is fo juft, fo equally beneficial, that 
no refiftance ever cpiild b(5 opppftfi tp th^ n^^a- 
fi^re being enfprced ; but if particylar priyi- 
kgP§ be attached tP thU perfpnal fe.rvippj ij^hich 
\i\ thejr effejQ; are injuripus to the cpinn\unUy» 
then and th?p only that bepom^s a grievance* aqd 

muft be aUpg^ther ahanrfpn^d, whiph ptber^lfa 

woul^ have proved. ©ne pf the nipft fatiisfiiftQTy 
and impartial mi^di^S' pf aflfovding f^prity ^q 
the ftate. IVIen are >yanted for otlier irppoft^ii?^ 
fer vices, and if fuch a large body of the people 
be exempted frow cpntributing to the providing 
of theui, an unfair imppfi^tipn is lai^ uppn t^^fy 
who frpm a variety of reafonablje and py^n <?9p?.- 
mendable caufes have not enrolled themfelves. 

« 
Every houfe-holder fhould be obliged to pro- 
vide and keep a ftand of arm^ in good order .» 
Every man in the empire flii.ould l^e ipftruj^^d i.n 

the ujfe of tbew:, and in a (hoyt tii^j? tjip hi^^ibj^fl^ 

indiyidua} woul4. h^alUftine^ if he ^i^ Wt hpf^^ 
the neceilary exexciie. l^Idlitary arjdour Is^ ver^ 
readily infufed, but the purfuife muft not be at- 
tended >y'ith great inconvenience or expefnce. 
Nor fliould any danoer be apprehended tp the 

govern- 
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g^verament from a people thus tramed. Mif- 
cl^ief only prevails when large bodies of armed 
men having a nominal orgaDization^ which is for-^ 
midable but to theii- country, aflemble to deli- 
berate, and acknowledge no control but that 
which emanates from their committees. 

Military clothing is not neceflary for fuch a 
force. The eye may not be equally gratified^ 
but appearance is not worthy a moment's atten^ 
tion. With the preparations for a contcft, which 
ought not to laft weeks, what has the attire to 
do ? What advantage does a fplendid drefs offer 
to the flate ? Where are the funds for fupplying 
this expenfive equipment? How will the volun- 
teers reconcile themfelves to appear in cothmon 
dreffes, when uniforms can no longer be pro- 
cured by voluntary contrib\i?tions $ — either the 
public muft provide, or they \vill retire in dif- 
guft. If, however, fome uniformity of appear* 
ance, and fome diftm&ion of drefs be the general 
wiib, why not introduce a coat, which, for con- 
venienGe, colouir, and wea,r, might become the 
nfiud habit of tlie peafantry. A grey cloth faced 
on the collar with a little piece of the couiity 
coloured facings, might be found fuffeciently 
gay, and become xiiiwerfally worn. Ruffia duck 
tfOwfeFS to putt ortT the eotnttien dreft would 
always give a cleafHf^ ^ppesLfuftc^ and* a oMkad^ 
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in a round hat would be a fufficient diftinftion.^ 
The non-commiffioned officers might have, iw 
addition*, particular badges to be Avorn when on 
duty, and all coiitributions ihould be expended 
in ihoes and great coats. If the volunteers of 
the cities bhoofe to wiear fantaftical dreffes, there 
is no reafon why they fhould not be indulged. 
The expence benefits tiie revenue, and as they 
are in general perfons of property, they can af- 
ford to buy for tbemfelves what their fancier 

approve.* r. 

• • » . 

No volunteers iliould have tents, or indeed 
the army in England. Camp equipage is unhe- 
ceffary in fuch a ferv^ice, and may be highly de- 
trimental. Each volunteer company is now al- 
lawcd^ a cart to carry baggage; What a Perr 
fian array will be their line of march ff What a 
fatal inddlgence may this not prove ! 

Baggage is an abfalute injury to an army 
iriftead of being a benefit. All movements 
are impeded, and one- third of an army oc- 
cupied in guarding and conveying it. Would 

France have conquered as (he has, if inthe early 

. . • ....... 

* In one corps dpr'ivate^s dfefscofls isK .. : ' 

* f The Perfians had open country, to pa(^ through. 'Thc.bag- 
gagebftbe volunteers of the army muft bejconfined, to. turn- 
pike roads where two waggons cannot move abreaft. ' 

* . part 
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part of the war Ihe fufFered her officers tO; Imye 
more baggage than they could carry on their own 
backs? Would the difgraceful c^pitulatiojj^ after 
the battle of Maxengo have been made, if th6 
prefervation of the baggage had! fiot been pre- 
ferred, to fortreffes and honour? And who is 
there that would not be afliamed to infift upon 
hftviug more than a knapfack * Wheu the 
Englifli. niarched to. Cairo, wa$ there a mur- 
mujCihea/d on thai account : and ni'hat- officer of 
that iUuftrious army iwoiild not hide his head, 
if.ftpm an attention to fuch comforts fuccefs 
had been an hour delayed ?f It is a.miftaken 
kindnefe, and- proves that government may be 
too xjonfiderate. The counter order fhould not, 
however, be deferred to the laft moment. 



i: 



. The yeomanry are< fiifceptible of the fame hn-; 
provements. Great; advantage would refult to 
that fervice if the corps were at leaft broke into 

^ The King, when flaking on this^ fubjed^ once faid^ 
** there is, no bar^ibip in fuch times: tp wear a ihirt a week; 
but nevcrthelefs, if ever the enemy come, I ihall take the field 
in perfpn> and my example ihall not be wanting to encourage 
my people to bear privation 5 I ifhall begin by having' only a 
cloak cafe to contain my baggage." 

f Lord Hutchinfonhimfelffet the mo^ meritorious example 
in this refpedt. 

• * ■ * 

« * 

C 3 fqua- 
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fqiiadmns.^ At the fnrefesit mdment ther6 is tJM! 
greateft di^ulty hi procuring proper ofiiecrs;. 
and to complete the required liumbdr fo? the 
fbrmation of a regiment^ aU de&riptions of 
perlbns are tdiimtte<J, without aoy cbnfiitera* 
tion of the jprinciple of the e(kbtifhitie«it. 'fhm 
jeomaYiry ih(^uld be men of propei^ty afibcuU^ 
together for the purpofe of preferviag wt€9^ 
nal tranquilMtj/ and pi^forming tfaofe m^ 
gular duties in- cafe of aShial ferv4ce» "mlmh' 
wovdd enable the regular cavahy to dire^ theii> 
vbole attention to ofienfive operations againft' 
the enemy. When pailiamienti decreed ifaaft the^ 
yeomanry ibouldb^ exempted fropi thepeuahwi^ 
of martial tew^ it prefamed, that the yeooBwanryv 
were nien oompoied of the mo&k refpeAabte 
clafs of the nation. But if parliament bad 
kno^ni that, the great pTopbptii)n of maay corps 
A^re the lerrants ^nd! lowelt iai^ourers^ of fkiv 
iners, mtboiit a ibilling of fixed property, oij iny 
hoife but that which occafionally was lent to 
obtain the exewiption from the hwfe tase, I ^uil 

({onbt. whether th^ ifrdulgeftce wouljl'haye'be^en' 

» ' • " . .... 

^ I do QQt>np)4i(j8 in this Fpi^ar^ tti^. Qit^ Lijjht Horfej an<l, 
the Corps of the Metropolis > their org^nizatiqn apofsai:!! cgnxr 
plQte, and tbey feem, to be fo we}! regulated^ moitpted^ and 
exercifed^ that the highefl expedation may jufllj be formed'of 
their fcrvicc when opportunity is prefcptc4. 

extended 
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citdnffid fo far; S^nd I itn ctufidetit that ft 
ou^fe not t6.hivebe^\, e(«tflftent witli the fights 
6f tW^ v^lfiiiteers. Th^ yi^tnatify fyff^m, as at 
pjfeferit fcoddtt^fed, C^ft^ the? natiofi an eftorftifoa^ 
fiMfi of rtibdty^ aM ^^ill ftil! more, for the dffi'cerd 
now reqiil?re jlitt^ ; . \^fcr^isy if only the real yeo- 
manry of the land had been admitted, no other 
cftttiaiftt'^Sdlclhavli bluett ftiiide apoti the ^ration, 
6o¥WaiV%,^ t^han' f6fi«l;0to^^ancd for hcfrieap- 
pointmeM§-^^^ f^rdgfe fj^t-th^ hofiiisr \vb^ ott 
duty. Intereft, and former experience during 
tee^fciifci'ty,^ \^61ald artv^ys enfuYe the {riTpciatibn 
6it!hSf^riit^\itze3\ ^iidpxMc fpirtt, in which 
thtfy ^ffi6ft aflfiredly m ritt deficient, flibuW not 
feffi^dferftlly Ihducd thtth to give pdrfohal U\A 
to'ihtn\6§\i'hVfy. 

. t 1 y ; . ' • ; . ... 

A ykommy for cc tlitw conftituted, wofaW 
bi^ a( inbft ftfp<e6ifat)te awd efficient body, and 
affdftf' a^ vAfnme' that the citizen arid thd 
foldiff tPi^ be utiitsed iti one and the fame 
cap«{i«y, for' the advahtage of the: ftate, anrd 
v/hYimtf friteytidlct tcr the regular arniy.— That 
there* ire fe\''eradi jr^omanfy rc^imcnft in Eng- 
land fit for any cavalry duty, no perfon will 
d'eny; b'uf tile divldii% tHbffe'r^gi^^ in- 

dependent fquadrons wbiild nbf by any m^'dns 
knpair tlieir ftrength or affeft their' diiciplme. 
The fquadrbrii wbuld voluntarily ^ affeaiW^ in 

C 4 thofe 
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thofe counties M'here cavalry may a6J; in line, 
and exercife as a regim^qt, perhaps more fre- 
quently than under the prefent fyftem ; and iu 
thofe counties where the irregular duties can 
only be performed, the independent orgeioiza- 
tion of fmall corps is particula,rly requifite* 

The gain of proper ofRqem^f and the excluiioa 
of unqualified men aregr<?at obje^,. and which 
can alone be fecured by tliis amendment : r « 

* 

. The yeomanry of England ar? the pride qf 
the country, but under that chara6ler the loweft. 
claffes Ihould not be muttered. If a cQfltrary 
fyftem be fo|llowed, then an horfe militi^. j^^ould 
be mbre ufeful and not much more-cii^penfiye, 
A body of national horfe may be of great fervice, 
and. do great mifchief to ^an enemy's .line, al- 
though there, is no experience ainongft thpm.. 
The charge of cavalry is an impetuous rtkqypr 
ment, which requires. the moft powerful exertlpnft 
of' the riders to check when once the Jmpfitjus is 
given, and/the power of the Englifli horfej being al- 
moft^ irrefiftible, the riders would tfcel a confidenge 

* There reqmces alfo fome additional allowance to the ftaff. 
—The adjutants of yeomanry are now only allowed one 
horfe, although . they muft abfolutely traverfe in many diftriAs 
above two hundred miles to attend the fquadron parades df 
their regiment^ befidet attendance in the fields bcc* 

of 
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of fuperiority infuch an attack,* which infantry 
cannot have over infantry. If cavalry be repulfed, 
a partial lofs only follows, fmce they can quickly 
withdraw from danger ; whereas if a line of infan- 
try be broken, the carnage uioft frequently is ex- 
cefliye, -^pd, certainly the furvivors arq incapaci- 
tated frpm coming into aftion again on the farae 
day ; befides, the ^diforder may throw the whofe 
^rjn;iy into confufiion. The yeopfianry force will be 
bjghly.ufefnl if,qondnfted ^)bly ;. they muft, at all 
events, jend^rjomefervice-to the country., and it 
wavild not,,if properly formed^.b^.^y detriment 
t^morf^g^^^ ^:^)<Qt : but as to t^9^y.o|u^teers. 
% .'^ft^^?flf Z^ip^,% vvbichCarthag^^ ^^^:^fir 
be a warning to England ; ihe fhould remember' 
that delenda eji Carthago is the cry of the I'rench^ 
and that her relative fituation. as to the means £>f 
defence, are very (imilar—rthat the rpfemblance is 
paii^qlly accurate^t. ;, . .. ,^ _.; 

■ • • . ■ ' ' ■•;> 

* The great elevation of Ihe rider alfo increadbs this copfl-. 

dence, which the common phrafe of contempt, '''I look down • 

upon you," proves : cavalry therefore ought not to be mounted 

on fmall horfes. 

f Hannibal drew up his army in three lines— in 'tih'e front 

^ere placed the mercenaries, in the fecond the volunteers add ^ 

nationaIlevie8> in the third the veterans and troops on whotn ht' 

* • • • ' ♦ 

could depend. The mercenaries fought bravely, but being pref- ' 
fed by numbers required fupport from the fecond line j but the 
fecond line began to ran away^ which fo exafperat^ d the merce- 

narieg^ 
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MILITIA. 

AN ^liquify iftt6 fh'6 tninti of the' ttiMa, 
wlien the oh^iCt is to ptove itS ftfefftei^ne'j^ a'i 
wdT is d*6v1atidii from the drJ^i'tfdl pfinciple rtpott 
which the militia \ras cfeaHed, V^ili ht c6nf\diied 
by fiiany aii ?tf^i(ii6us iild afrogairt atttopt fd' 
irfepreciate Che V'iltie of thi|^ fbrcri ; and ifaWtf 
J)artfcularly, fiiic6 the cWrf it'gHrttettte rfiiVft W 
direaed agairid the aCbilhy of the dffieer^ t»rli'rf 
edrtimanrf. But theft tirties are too tiYdttitertfdtfrf, 
Jlftd the ftr'uggle A<rhich metiafcfes' lioxi aWfirf, fdf 
perfoiial ddfiMeYitioils td infltieticcf the itftfeftJ-'' 
gatidri. 

The militia wis drigi'tfally raifed a^ a cdutiteV- 
pdife to the ftattding arm*y, arid* thfe ptttriot re- 
garded this force as the cdfittitutidlial check' 
upon the infringement of Britiih Liberty. The 
jealoufy of monarchical encroachment has pre-: 

naries, that they ceafed to £ght with the Romans, and thrncn 
their arms upon the fugitire volunteers, ilaughtering a gripat 
many. The gallant exertions and talents of Hannibal^ aided 
by the intrepid courage of the veteran army, could not rcjwir 
this misfortune 3 and Rome thus fulfilled the infulting* menact 
which fhe had for fo many years vaunted. Has England nof 
her mercenaries (Hanoverians), hel* Voluntedts and militia'^ abf 
her fm^l corps (T^/iVfl— the regulaf army. 

ferved 
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^ervcfd Bf refyeSt for ih6 efiabliflua&nt, altbcmf^ 
it h^ long c^fed to pciffei^ the q^alitiesi which 
foil fjwmded the clakn u|km(I the pubUc efiioui>- 
tioBu . » . 

No'kingerafe tbei gentltai^i of lin^d pro- 
per 1^^ in6«e0)Ced by.moftve&of dtfinterefted pa« 
triotifi^v^ j^eakms to hptd: commiflTioES;; on the 
€)Qfutf^)ly^ fo difficultiflve-oScefa pfi aiky d^fcripK 
ti^i)^ taK be >pj:ocqdre<i>7 j^alt) mgimeat^; am fi««f 
<jpditt»tly abliged to aKivertife ,m all t^.je^nti^ 
]Mipers of £«gkidsid tbet ikeh QptettifiQHnis am 
rm»nt^L9tiA that appJics^oix k; netqueftid to hi 
made for; tbedau In. moft regbn'eliffi^ notwitb^ 
ilanding.tbts^isKvitattoii to the tnvltitirdo^ vbicb 
may be compared to the parable of the Wedding 
Feaft, there^aie fliU feveral vacancia^}, and ibr 
lillbichr^tbe^e are no Ga9didate&. 

•v 

.Tjiat tbere are individual gentlemen-of the mod 
ample fortune and confequence in militia regju- 
]neQts,;es(clufive of the colonels, is adDuittcd;i«but 
I ^fik of the' fy fiem coUe6tively , and I am not 
sif|[^dx)if hazarding w afiertion to be denied, whea» 
Ifia^that there is in general mai;ew weal thy landed* 
p^offfrty, and high connexion in the regiments o£ 
tbe! regular army, than in the militia coa*ps ; andi 
%}i^ the miUtiar is of tfaie twa fiamces the moft: 

iper- 
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riierc^k$y,] fifice the King's officers payifergW 
fiuns of rridney to have thci mere honour of be- 
lognging'-ta'^hfe ppofeffioii^'as the pay does ' not 
return annuity intereft for the purchafe money, 

> b^ie panrti^aBs of tli^ militik cannot/' 'ad va&ce 
an argument to> pro ve^ that this force is likely to 
prdtefl? the liberties > df' the ^people more than 
what is called the king^iartfly; and^inde^ be» 
im(t be-aitignoraint obferver of thefe timesi whbr 
apprehends tlkt tfee iaj'^ottet will ever be applied 
toiforceiroyat ^prerogative,- beyond iti prefcribed 
iiihits: «-In3a;)isinot the m^tal of which, ^fincer 
thb.timc: of Cnomwell, 'the: inafier-ifeyoto the 
landnnpu of freedom has been c6mpofed,!:^i»' --y-^i 

^ Tlw milftaif tirg^iiiMlion of 'tBe^'riilb'tik is of 
that nature, as to be 'dcfe6lTV(i''oF- the • fitft 
principle of military chara6ler. Does the militia 
officer cbnimattd any real military refpe^ ftnm 
th^Tolflier, for the fervice he hais feen, and the 
ccindti6l^hehas manifefted in the day of battle? 
Boes^hat ktFcfftionate attfedhmentfubfift between 
iJicTn^ which a participaition of-hardihip arid 
dtftiger always creates? Does the cbnfined-cha- 
ri40?er of the fervice inculcate or cherifh thofe 
lligh feiifimehts of honour- which excliifively be- 
long to the tI>ilita^ry profeffion, or may not the 

• ■ ' general 
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general fer\^cc be fefriotifly injured by officers 
having high rank, who are inadequate to coiA^ 
mand, as never having had an opportunity of 
Tearning the praftical part of their duty. -If 
thefe queftions be anfwered in the aflfirrnative 
which they rnuft be, then the fatne arguments ap- 
ply to the nnilitia; 'which already haive been lifed 
againft the yolanteers ; and fo much' the ftrc^nger^ 
as the eftablifliment is miichmorte expenfive, and 
materially afFeds the recruiting of the army, as 
well as exdiiding many of* the better- order .of 
men who are required for theregitnentarl f^afl&r 
Mr. Windham was the firft member wh^ diaired td 
avow fimilar fentiments, and although a? partial 
unpopularity may have been the confequence, ftilt 
the good fenfe of the propofition will daily gain* 
friends to the meafure, and in the great debt the 
country owes^ to his patriotic courage, and lumi- 
nous counfel, this propofa! will not be noted as the 
leaft of the items. 

Strange and fearful times are approaching. — 
On Britifli ground muft Englifhmen, within a 
few years, if not fooner,/ conteft for the. future 
poffeffion of the foil This is the arena, if 
Buonaparte lives, where he will combat for the 
empire of the world. He comes not like a thief 
in the night to pillage and depart, but he blazons 
forth bis mighty preparations, his ^ demand is 

^ Eng- 
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£t)g}and, and he braves in pride of dairmg our 
fi^rcefl refiftance. 

« 
It is idle, it is criminal then, to tuffpr the 
views of the felfi(h, or the antiquated notions 
of an originally falfe reafoning, to predominate 
againft the pofitive fecurity of the country. — 
When French garrifons quarter on our houies^ 
Hrhat fatisfaSion will be derived from the repol- 
ledion that a fpirit of independence bad pre^ 
vented the formation of a Britiflx army. Will 
our pofterity be grateful to their ancefiors, w;heB 
they learn that they were born in French vaflal* 
age, becaufe they feared the creation of a pro- 
per military force to refift the invaders. — England 
enflaved by £ngli(hmen would be ilill our coun- 
try, oppreffed not irretrievably difhonoured ; bi^t 
who could endure the dominion of a foreign ene- 
my, and that dominion held by France, 

If we truft the defence of the empire to vo- 
lunteers and militia, we ihall at ieaft fuffer ruinous 
difafters, for fuch is the miferable eflfeft of 
thofe fyftems, that individual courage is of little 
avail, and though worthy of vidory, defeat, and 
fhame will be the probable cataftrophe.* 

But 

* I do not enter into the minor evils cfi this fyfiem^ bat fiir 
finne cf them I cefer to the publications of Captain JamoB, afr 

old 
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But if the ipilitia canpot be altogether fx^n^ 
guiihed, at leaft every benefit ihould be i^erived 
froip it By fixing the future eft^bliihment ^( 
40,000 men, the principle of redu^ion ia w^ 
knowledged, but like the abolition of the ii^N^ 
trade, it is too gradual iji its progrefs. — Ther« 
are at prelbnt above !20,000 men afi;icioui9 tQ 
6nlifl: from the militia into the army, iV9i* 
withftanding all the checks which the mnl-^^ 
rangement of the regular army oppofes. Why 
h the country not to derive immediate advan- 
tage from fuqh a voluntary offer of ej^oelteot r^ 
cr^iits. Why are men to be forced tq cQi\tmnQ 
in a fervice^ which hourly <i?ijl beepipe ipore irk- 
fome ? — Witlj ^rll the efforts of government and 
individuals, not above 17,PQ0 men have been 
raifed this war for general fervice. Here then 
would be a powerful k^y of .. ii^ilrMj^ecl foldiiers, 
not a dribbling augmentation, which fcarcely 
repairs the contingent lofljis* of the army, but a 
pofitive and immediate increafe of exercifed men 
<jf treble value to the new recruit. 

The oolong of giilitia ir^ginfteitfs poijeft, tttO 

dottfly to the duddatios oi 9li, atmfes^. ^ t^ ]^^Eedipn 9f thtt 
whole milkorjc QrfteiBu bffidci Imf'mg jg^^A^f^ (e^^ vorjc 
valuible Works. 

liberal 
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Kberal and patriotic feeling to objefl; to any zx^ 
rangement when the interefts of their country are 
at Hake; they rather would be animated by a 
generous emulation; and vie with e^ch other for 
the credit offending to the army the greateft 
number of volunteers^ and the large majorityj 
would approve of a force being created which 
can alone give fufficient protection to. the 
cft^pire.* 

For the volunteers and militia this line feems 
to have been formed,- and if the poet was not 
gifted with a fpirit of prophecy, he has never the- 

lefs corre6lly anticipated our fituation. 

J • ■ 

Non tali auxilio^ nee defenforlbus iAis 
Tempus egtt. 

• • • 

Thefe opinions may give offence unintention- 

* A nobleman; to whofe opinion the hi^efi deference muft 
bepaid> has^ it is dated, declared, that he confiders the vo- 
lunteers of Scotland as equal to the defence of that part of the 
Empire. The Scotch are certainly a very warlike people, iand 
the poverty of the country is unfavourable to the progrefs of an 
enemy; but notwithilanding thofe advantages, the ability, of 
the commander, and the heroic exertions which he will make, 
Hill, if a coniiderable force ihould land, fnch a triumph muft 
at leafl be coriiidered as one of thofe extraordinary inflances 
which fometimes occiir; to prove that miMtary theory does not 
always r,ulc events. 

ally, 
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^lly, but gentlemen Ihould reafon candidly btl 
fiich important fubjefils, and not wifli to pre- 
clude difcuffion. The fyftem, not the individu- 
als afting under it, is the objeft of cenfure ; and 
let any military admirer of the volunteers and 
militik imagine himfelf at a poll with thefe raw 
foldiers, let him refleft what muft be his anfwer, if 
afked by a general officer, how long he could 
defend it : — " The poft is tenable fuch a time, 
provided the troops will do their duty:" but 
if he had with him real foldiers, would he Hot 
confidently calculate the capability of defence, 
according to the locality and his means, reply 
with affurance, and determine with precifion, the 
time he would maintain the poll, without infi- 
nuating or even harbouring the idea that the 
troops would retire without his particular order* 

If an army fliOuld go into adion, which ne- 
ver faw a fliot fired, who can prefume to affirm, 
that the whole may not run away at the firii ex- 
periment;* but if a veteran army does give way, 
there is this certainty and advantage, that the 
battle has been bravely contefted, and that the 
lofs of the enemy has been proportionate. Men 

* Thebiave Frederick withdrew la the £xft zGdon unbe- 
^omiogly. 

D of 
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f 

of reading and reflection fliould not fufFer the? 
public vanity to ftifle their memory, and over-rule 
knowledge and reafon. England has been con- 
quered by a foreign army, although an heroic 
king headed a more numerous body of equally 
brave inen. Other, powerful nations have alfo 
been fubdued, for want of attention to the na- 
ture of the enemy's force by which they were- 
attacked. Warriors can alone oppofe warriors. 

When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of wfur» 
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ARMY OF RESERVE- 



AS long as the acquirement of Weft India 
illands forms the chief objeft of our wars, it is' 
effentially neceflary that fome reftraint Ihould be 
impoled upon minifters, who fo fatally mifcon- 
conceive the true interefts of the nation. If the 
force of the empire fhould be altogether difpofea- 
ble, the mother country might be difmantled in 
a conteft for fugar iflands, which to obtain 
fi^gtyj cofts fo much blood and treafure; but 
which at a peace have hitherto paffed from oiir 
dominion in the fweeping article of a general 
furrender in favour of the enemy. 

If the citizens be bound tp defend the ftate, a 
reciprocal obligation exifts, and the government 
virtually contrafts to provide fufficient proteftion 
to the inhabitants. A force raifed upon the prin- 
ciple of limited fervice, but cherilhing the miii* 
taay fpirit, feeding the regular army, and di- 
refted by experienced officers, is affuredly a* 
niore fatisfaftory eftablifhment than the militia* 
An intermediate fervice to encourage the zeftfor 
a foldier's life, is more particularly neceflary if 

Da th^ 
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the period of fervicc fliould not be limited in the 
regular army- 

In this fchool of preparation peculiar habits arc 
acquired. The alarm which naturally exifts at fo 
great a change fubfides, attachment to comrades 
fuperfedes the regard for former acquaintance, and 
feven men out of ten are eventually thus induced 
to embrace a profcfliony upon which, without this 
initiation, they never would have refolved.* 

The principal check to enlifting into the regu- 
lars from the anny of referve, is the affe6lion 
which the men frequently feel towards their offi- 
cers ;t s^od hi the late recruiting from the army of 

♦ There are incontrovertible proofs of this opinion being 
corre^. Laft war the militia filled the ranks of our army^ and 
whole regiments, who had engaged for limited fervice, volun* 
teered on the Egyptian Expedition, to extend their ei^gag^* 
ments to any part of the world. At the Cape of Good Hope 
there was a regiment raifed m Scotland, and compofed of far- 
mer's fons. When the Cape was evacuated 400 volunteered 
on to India. 

t When every effort bad failed to procure individual recruits 
from the Army of Referve, an order was iiTued for permitting, 
the different corps to enter into the regular fervice by whofe 
regiments, whi^n two-thirds of each corps volunteered, and all 
would have gone if the fame allowances for the families of mar- 
ried men could have been extended to them when they quitted 
the Army of Referve, which were in that eftabliihnlent for re- 
cruiting the army inadvertently introduced. 

referve, 
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referve, this attachment has been particularly ex- 
emplified ; but if the battalion of the army of re- 
ferve became the fecond battalion of a regular 
regiment, bearing the name of the fame county, 
a reciprocal identity would be eftabliflied, and 
the regret to feparate be confiderably diminiflied, 
fince an interchange of officers would be fre- 
quent upon the propofed plan, which I fliall now 
ftate, and then argue its merits : — 

ift. There fhould be 100,000 men raifed for 
the defence of Great Britain ; who fhould be en- 
lifted to ferve for the fame number of years as 
the regular army. 

In time of peace or war, the privates, in fiich 
proportion as the King might direft, fhould re- 
turn to their own homes, and follow their ufual 
occupations. 

The whole force fhould, however, affemble to 
be trained for two months in each year; and on 
every Sunday, the individuals fhould be obliged 
to appear in uniform, on which day pay fhould 
be granted. 

The officers and flaff of the regiment to be 
kept on permanent pay. 

D 3 Head- 



Head-quarters to l^e as ilationary jsls poifi^le. 

The officers to be taken from the r^^lfir 
army; and the regimental ftaff from an^ongft 
the garrifon battalions and from regin^ents of the 
jline, who may wiih to obtain fiich a provffion for 
good men, but who are no longer able tp en- 
dure the viciffitudes of climate, and the ];iard^ps 
of foreign fervice.* 

Enlifting into the regular army to be allowed, 
provided that the army of referye be not re* 
duced above 70,000 men, but the ^-pcruiting fgr 
the full complement always to continue. 

The Counties fhpuld pay to tl^e Government 
the amoijint o^f ^the j?;:e/jent expense which the mi- 
litia cofts them ; thi? fum to be applied to the 
recruiting fund of the army of referye. 

Such i$ the general outline of an eftabliihment 
which cannot prove formidable to theBritiih pon* 
ftitution, but which thq eneipy would regard ^s ^ 
permanent and efficacibus fyften) qf defpnce, qp- 
pofing to their views of conqueft a force truly 
military, and laying a foundation for the inex- 

* Non-eotnmiflioned officers and foldiers mig^t aUo hp 
placed in this anny for temporary advantage. 

bauftible 
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haiiftible fupply of the difpofeablc amiy, and of 
diftributing through the empire well difciplined 
foldiers. — I have endeavoured to prove that on 
the charafter, talents and energies of the officers 
depends the good condu6l of troops. The phy- 
fical courage of human nature is univerfally upon 
the fame level, but its exertion awaits the dife 
ftimulus which muft be applied to the mind. It 
is impoffible to have a defenfive army more re- 
Ipedlably conftituted than with officers from the 
regular fervice, and non-ccmimiffibfaed officer* 
whofe prime of life has been pafied in the ac- 
tive duties of the military profeffion. Veterans 
returning to their country to pafs the remainder 
of their days in a manner congenial to their 
habits, ufefully employed to the laft moment 
in the fervice of the State, and prefenting the 
interefting and noble fpeftacle of tried fidelity 
and courage, receiving well-earned recompence 
and confideration ; at the fame time inftrufting 
and animating youth to enter oh that career 
which they have run fo meritorioufly. Theii' 
appearance would command refpedl ; the hiftory 
of their lives inflame the ambition and curiofity 
df the youtig mind, and the profpeft of an ho- 
norable as well as coWifortable employment in 
their laft years w^ould confirm the difpofition to 

SL military life. 
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Thefe are the allurements which fhould 
only be ufed and are only required. Go and do 
thou likewife — would then be the counfel of the 
parent and the feeling of the fon. 

With what confidence would no't young troops 
under fuch condu6l advance into a6lion ! What 
novelty "of danger could difunite fuch an orgar 
nization ; what misfortunes could be appre- 
hended. — ^The mechanifm would be fimple but 
complete, and the machinery indiffpluble. 

By permitting the meu in time of peace to purr 
fue their ordinary occupations, many advantages 
would be the refult. Economy when deftru6liv^ 
of its future confequences is a dangerous frugar 
Jity, but in this inftance no detriment could 
arife. The friends of public liberty would with 
pleafure fee fo large a body of armed men retui-pr 
ing to the duties of civil life, and the danger of 
a {landing army would be removed by this con-p 
nexion with the people ; nor could the Goverar 
ment fear the inftitution of a force fo privileged, 
unlefs a very ngrrow-fighted policy indeed ope^ 
rates. If the Amendments about to be propofe4 
for the future regulation of the armed force 
ihould be adppted, a better order of fociety will 
be introduced, and the profligate ^eve^ could 
^ii^me any preponderance. The formation of 

the 
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tlie regimeiital ftafFs would alfo a£i as a check 
upon any licentious difpofition, and difaffe6lion 
would never be engendered, if regulations were 
judicious and treatment humane. But no Govern- 
ment can long protra6l exiftence by ftanding ar- 
mies, if the Nation at large be refolved upon au 
alteration. The Britifh Government can have 
no fears of fuch a nature, all parties wifh to 
maintain a Conftitution which is found by expe- 
rience to be the bed praftical form of govern- 
ment, and every man is zealous to defend hi^ 
country. 

* Some military men may objeft from the fup- 
pofed diforders which this continual varied 
change of charader might create, but the militia 
did not feel great inconvenience from fuch an 
;arrangement ; and Pruflia owes her annual exift* 
ence to fuch an eftablifhment. Whilft economy 
is thus confulted, agriculture and manufa6);ureft 
benefited, the man is alfo in a ftate of improve- 
ment, or prevented from deteriorating by indo- 

* No one, however, can approve of armed bodies delibe* 
rating or being organized under Committees. The agitation 
of many queftions, not at firft treafonabie, might produce 
diforders which eventually would terminate in open rebellion. 
Great revolutions are moft frequently effeftcd without pre-in- 
|iention at the moment of a£Uon« 
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Jenoe and inactivity. It is a miftaken iiotfch 
ithat a ibldler ihould only batidle his arms ; his 
ibecigth, health f^nd moraKty reqtfi«5 Hic^ffiint 
•employment, and the fcrvices which are fre- 
-quOTtly required from foldieiis hi a6hial warfare 
^eecreaib the aeceflity of h^hituatitig them to 
<^o&fiaBt labour. Hie Guards are certainly thic 
hefk troops in the worM to bcfiegfe a tot^rn, 
which however rardy happens in dicir fervice, 
hecaiife they arc accnftomed to hard work, can 
dig more rapidly, and carry heavier burthens 
than moft other foldiers.* 

/The army of referve fhould be allowed to wear 
their uniforms on a Sunday. The pride of ap- 
pearing as a foldier fliould be encouraged ; and 
he fliould alfo be direfted to prefent himfclf be*- 
fore a magiftrate, or at the church of his parifb, 
if no military garrifon be in the neighbourhood, 
that he may be entitled, on the certificate of 
his proper attendance, to receive a certain al- 
lowance of pay for that day. — This regulation 
would tend to attach him ftill more ftrongly to 

"^ A regiment ihould al(b be accu^med to inarch againft 

time. The pradice is of the* kigheft importaDce^ as the potref 

€>i the legs, rs one of the taoik eflential qualities of a ibldler^ 

In general the £ngli{h march yerj ill^ although their fpirit will, 

ibr great efforts^ enable them to make extraordinary exertions. 

the 
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the military chara6ler, and enfure his decent de- 
meanour, which ihould be the chara6leriftic of 
a foldier. 

The expence of maintaining the officers and 
ilaff of the army on full pay would be no very 
confiderable tax upon the country, and the ad- 
vantage to be derived is more than an equiva- 
lent Indeed, if the non-conmiiffioned officers 
were chiefly old foldiers, they would be entitled 
to this remuneration ; and tiierefore that deduc- 
tion rauft be made from tlie aggregate increafed 
expence. But furely this great empire can af- 
ford to pay for her neeeffary eftaWifliments, nor 
sirould the nation murmur, when fervice was 
faithfully given to the public weal, at any fuch 
diipofal of the public money. The pay of the 
army is already fo fmall that it fcarcely afforda 
fubfiftence: the half-pay is abfolute beggary. 
To reduce officers, as has been the pra6):ice, is 
(aking advantage of the gallant fpirit which ac- 
tuates young men to enter into the fervice, with- 
out calculating the chances of being turned, 
out i^g^in iipon the wide world, after an expea'- 
4it:urp pf, perhaps, all their fortune on an a]low^ 
ance (barcely fufflcient to fupport life, and totaII3^ 
incapacitated from obtaining a livelihood by en- 
tering into any other liberal profeffion. The re- 

ftoration 
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ftoration to full pay is very precarious and always 
difficult. The Duke of York, with all his eflbrts 
to employ officers whofe fervices he valued and 
whofe condition he lamented, could not have 
fucceeded to any very confiderable extent, un- 
lefs the war had been renewed, and even now 
many are not reftored to their ilations in the 
fervice : how much lefe will he then be enabled 
to effcGt this obje6l when he has the officers of 
70,0CX) men to reinftate, as has been propofed by 
the late Bill If, however, any officers can be 
procured from thofe gentlemen who have quitted 
the army, half-pay would be a fufficient encou- 
ragement and remuneration, fince their leaving 
the fervice is a proof that they had other means 
of maintenance ; but if gentlemen were in em-r 
ploynient, their admiffion fhould in no cafe in-» 
jure the promotion gf the regular officers.* 

* Thofe who were jcaloas of the army of refenre being 
under the total control of military men^ would with iatisfiic- 
tion fee the introdudion of gentlemen who had retired upoa 
their property^ and who confequently had that flake in the 
country on which fo much is prefumed. The befl of the pre- 
fent militia officers might alfo be admitted into this annyj 
iince^ perhaps^ fome retreat for them is neceiTary, as fo few 
have even the income of qualification. The great Importanot 
of the meafure to the public would juilify even the intxodac* 
tiop of many into the regulars with their prefent rank. 

that 
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That the head-quarters fliould be nearly (la- 
tionary in time of peace perhaps militates againft 
former praftice ; but the advantages of cajira 
Jlativa for fuch a force, neverthelefs, countera6l 
the inconveniencies which are more imaginary 
than real^ 

That the counties fliould pay the money at 
prefent required to maintain the militia is per- 
fe6lly equitable, as otherwife thofe would be 
charged with an additional burthen, who have 
been exonerated by the Legiflature for fome 
equivalent rendered to the State, 

Voluntary enrolment is preferable to ballot 
The feiTicc fliould be too advantageous to re- 
quire any compulfive fupport. 

With a defenfive force thus organized the em- 
pire would have nothing to fear from any fudden 
attack, and the enemy, aware of this ftate of 
preparation, would probably be lefs inclined to 
hazard a war in which her maritime inferiority 
would always be an infuperable obftacle to fuc- 
cefs in thofe enterprizes againft our foreign pof- 
feflions^ which flie could alone meditate. 
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REGULAR ARMY. 

England has not for many years had a dfA 
pofeable force which could command her any 
refpe6l as a military power. But that (he fhould 
provide an army commenfurate with her rank in 
the world, her maritime empire and extraor^ 
dinary wealth, is at length admitted by mtoy of 
thofe Statefmen who mod pertinacioufly refilled - 
the principle of Continental connexion and mi- 
litary interference. The uneafmefs of a defenfivc 
war ; the agitation created by the menaces of 
an aftive, formidable and unoccupied enemy 
hovering upon our long line of vulnerable coafl^ 
encouraging the difaffefted in Ireland, and 
threatening defolation and ruin whenever her 
arms fhould triumph ; the lofs of revenue and 
ufeful labour by the confequent array of the na- 
tion have forced a more liberal and enlarged 
policy,* 

It is not within the limits of poffibility that 

* Hannibal very juftly faid, " No great country can hare 
long tranquillity 5 if it has not war abroad^ it will find enenucft 
at home. 

an 



501. Englifh army ihpuld ever be 'of fufficient> 
ftrength to carry war into France without the, 
ajd of auxiliaries and the moft powerful allies, butr 
if ihe could employ 40,000 men in conjunftioa:. 
with the Gontineutal Powers, and enfure thei 
iQaintenance of that number, at the; calculation! 
of one half being expended each campaign, wha 
would pretend to fay that the Continent might: 
not he excited, with other collateral affiflance, to 
attempt its own refcuefrom the heavy dominion 
of France? Who can.deny that thediverfion-of* 
40>0Q0 men M^ould not nfiaterially contribute to • 
t^g.fuccefeof Auftria? There are feveral impor- 
t^Dt. pqints where fuch a debarkation would t 
awpjly repay the expenditure of all the blood and^; 
t^eafure which might enfue. Too long has thco 
id^a prevailed that the beft efforts of England; 
wpuldprove but like a drop of water added ta: 
ii^ fe^ Fa6ls are forgotten, and judgments 
blin(||3<)^ t^ continue this falfe aphorifm. If Shr,/ 
R.; Abercrongibie had difembarked in Holland:: 
wJHih: 4O,000 men, there is almoft a pofitive cer- 
tainty that this effential country had been reco- 
vered as far as the Waal. If, when Buonaparte 
ii^vaded Italy a fecond time, a quarter of the 
number of Englifli troops had been but added to i 
tli€ A ttftrian army, would there have been a fatal 
battle of Marengo ? I fpeak not of the proweft 

of 
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of the Engliih, but of the augmentation to the' 
Auftrian army. That great battle was fought 
with not more than 40,000 troops on each fide, 
and even the addition of 5000 either way would 
have, by abfolute force, decided the aftion-* 
Few armies meet each other in greater ftrength, 
and when report dates 6o,000 men have taken ' 
the field, there are not two-thirds of the number* 
The Aufl;riaus fiiould have opened the campaign 
1794 with 180,000 men, but there were not 
more than 70,000. Even France feldom could ' 
furniih more than 40,00O effedive men to each 
army, and the State which can provide that 
number of troops would juftly be confidered aa 
a moft important ally. If England could once 
prove herfelf poffeffed of fuch a difpofeable army, 
flie would not only recover the influence fhe for- 
merly had, but gain a preponderance fhe never 
had before upon the Continent Her ambalTadolni 
would not then be infulted, her hoftility defied, 
and her interference rejeAed with conten>pt 
The talents of great minifters may do much to 
reftore confequence, but with how much mor& 

♦ The battle of Marengo, after it had been fairly won, wai 
in fad loft bj an unaccountable panic. 

i Confequently all the plans of General Mack, whidijiad > 
been framed for the a6tion of the large number^ failed. 

fuccels 
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fuccess .if they could ihew England jin ,this war- 
like attitude.* 
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There is no country in the univerf^ \j^here finer 
ipatei iais can be cblleded for an army. Bravery 
is the national charafteriftic, and the fpirit of 
freedom exalts this virtue to its higheft elevation* 
The people are well naade, adive, and toufcular. 
The: treed of horfea is the beft in the world 
for .cavalry fervicq,t and the great wealth ia 
the country, with the excellence of workman^ 

* In Cobbett*s Weekly Journal of the 2 2d of June^ there is 
a moft excellent letter upon the fubje6t of a fl'ariding arfloy, 
which merits general pcrufal. Indeed that able writer has 
fitrce the commencement of his undertaking, difplayed fuch 
ddcSirdble talent^ and remaned with fo much judgmejit and 
pe^{HCU^ty on the whole n^ilitary fydem^ that he commands 
t^cutmoft attention. Hijs intrepid and patriotic expolition of 
the errors of the volunteer eftablijfhment has fecured to his 
name the moft honorary recolledions, and the effeft of his 
fcrvices will be permanent as long as Hiftory rea)rds the 
events of thefe times. 

f ¥&:cigo^f9 pretend, and many admirers of cveiy thing 

.foreign, that the Englifti horfes are not fufHciently upon their 
haunches —but who ever heard of a battle being won by 
Caracbls ? ' •'3rtic fuperiority of the .Englilh horfe coufifts in 
ftretigth ahii adion 5 aa animal able to ixioye with 1 8 f^one 
upon hi» h^ick with greater rapidity than ^ny other horfe in the 

: known woiid.'-^Skirmifhing may be amuferrientj but the im* 
petus of the .charge alone makes cavab-y tei;tit]|le. 

- E Ihip, 
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fliip, commands the moft complete mflitary 
equipment. At the commencement of every 
war however, an entire new army is to be 
created ; whereas any increafe, above one- fourth 
of the oiiginal army, is contrary to all true 
principle. 

Several years elapfe before fuch a force is col- 
leifted as may undeitake any oflfenfive meafures ; 
and hitherto the nation, tired with an unfaccefi- 
fill ftruggle, have infiftcd on peace juft at the 
moment that an army was formed which might 
repair former difafters. 

The exjiedition to Holland was a melan<;holy 
proof of the want of fach pre-arrangcment ; and 
the laft year of the war otily Ihewed a regular 
army which might properly fecjeive fuch |in ap- 
pellation. T 






It is true, that fo long as the Weft India 
ifiands are to be garrifohed and attacked,^ there 

never 

* Above 100,000 of our beft.officers» feWfcrs and feilors 
pcriihed kft war in the Weft Indies. Why fboilld not tvoops 
be rftifed for colonial fervice, fropi the various coutttijies border- 
ing on the Mediterranean; a fiiort capitulatieottroviiiiidii^ 
niunbers to enM^ and Malta might be the depdt. mI; Qoce pi9- 
pofed to Government, in cafe Alexandria had been retained, 
that ^Ethiopians Ihould be recruited for this purpofe. Thejr 

are 
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never can be any hope of a great force being 
colIe6led for Eurpp^ean fervice, D^v^crth^tefs im* 
provement ihould perfe6l what there is, and th^ 
axtny which England pays fliould be in the beft 
poffible condition. 

If Engliih foldiers were not endowed with 
more than ordinary refolution, inftead of having 
acquired great honour fox thqir country, they 
would have loft all the pretenfionf to charafter, 
which had been earned in fo many former ftrug- 
gles; but who can confcientioully aflert, that 
the Britifh army ha§ not every where uphel4 
the glory of their country ? Who can ar- 
raign it with ever failing in its duty, notwith-^ 
flandipg the reverfes it experienced? The faft 
is, that our expeditions are planned, for the em- 
ployment of a certain number of troops, but 
no arrangement is made for the inftantaneous 
fupply of thofe loft in aftion. * The hearts of 

men 

are a brave, faithful and warlike people, and great numbers an- 
hually come to Cairo, and are difperfed through j&iia. The 
Cairo Bey of the Mamelukes was an iEthiopian^ and would 
have honoured anj nation. 

* The expedition to Egypt was the. oply one which fuc- 
ceeded> and that was fuccefsful againd all moral probability. 
At the fame time J mufl here obfer\'e^ that an obfervation ia 
my Hiilory of the Expedition to Egypt has been quoted^ by the 
author of Curfory Remarks^ and which was not introduced by 
me to criminate Minifters for fending fo fmali a force^ but to 
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men muft be very found which could ftill beat 
high after they found that all the efforts of their 
courage were unavailing, as the advantage of 
that fuccefs, which in the day of battle thiey 
had fo dearly bought, could not be retained. 

When the Duke of York firft came to the high 
fituation he now holds, the charader of the ar- 
my was depreffed below mediocrity, every abufe 
exifted which could depreciate the profeffion, 
and reprefent the British military in the eyes of 
Europe as infignificant from their feeblenefs, and 
contemptible from the mal-adminiftration of the 
fervice. The Duke boldly undertook the difficult 
tafk of reftoring its confequence, and extirpating 
the prevailing evils, and he has fucceeded by 
inceffant perfeverance and able regulations, be- 

ihew the actual want of iDformation. It is but judice to ob- 
ferve^ that I never propofed to iDfinuate a charge on this 
account, as I knew that Egypt was a country fo peculiarly fi- 
tuated, and intelligence fo difficult to be procured from thence, 
on account of the ignorance of the Turks and natives, that the 
number of French troops in the country was never afcertained 
until the furrender of the lad fortrefs^ Alexandria, and that 
previous calculation did not equal the number by feven or 
eight thoufand men. If then this difficulty occurred when in 
the country, with all the power to enforce, and the inclinatioa 
on tbe part of the inhabitants to give intelligence, there can 
be no blame attached to Miniilers at home for not having cor- 
reftreti^s. 

yond 
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yond the hopes of his moft fanguine friends.* 
There are, however, feveral obftacles to his 
complete fuccefs, which can only be removed by 
attracting the attention of the public to them. 
But before this fubjeft is treated upon, the 
means of procuring a regular army fliould firft 
be examined. 

In order to appreciate the propofed plan 
duly, the checks to recruiting muft be firft 
afcertained, and 1 have no doubt that they are 
comprized in the prefent fyftem of enlifting for 
life, and the frequency of corporal punilhment. 

It is ftrange, that in a free country a cuflom 
fo repugnant to freedom — as enlifting for life — 
and the particular charader of the Britilh Con- 
ftitution, fhould ever have been introduced, but 
more Angular that the praftice ihould have been 
continued after every other nation in Europe 
had abandoned it as impolitic, and as too fevere 
an impofition upon the fubje6t. 

If in thofe countries, where the inferior order of 
fociety are born in va(ralage,and where the will of 
the Sovereign is immediate law, this power ha^ 

* The Duke is too noble-minded to receive, and I am too 
proud to offer flattery, but it is impofliblc to fpeak of the im- 
provements in the army, without rendering the credit due to 
his exertions. 
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been relinquiflied in order to incline men volunta- 
rily to enlift ; furely there is ftrong prefumptive 
evidence that the general interefts of tlie fervicc 
are improved inftead of being injured by this more 
liberal confideration. For however requifite fiicfe 
an amendment is upon the principle of due atten- 
tion to the rights of men, ftill, unlefs the effe6U 
were not more direclly beneficial to the Govern- 
ment, there is no ground to fuppofe that in 
many States, the experiment of reformation 
tvould have been hazarded. The advantages 
which would accrue to the Britilh army are ob- 
vious ; numbers would enlift who are now re- 
ftrained by the apprehenfion of being fixed for 
life to a particular fervice, which at one period 
might be defirable, but at the expiration of fix 
t)r feven years may, from a variety of caufes, 
ceafe to poflefs the fame inducements. The chief 
alarm of parents would fubfide,*" and curiofity, 
pride, and an averfion to fervile labour would al- 
moft fuperfede the neceflity of any bounty. A 
better clafs of men would embrace the profeffion : 
and thofe who quitted at the expiration of their 
capitulation would not only be ready and capable 

* Every officer knows that excellent recruits are withdrawn 
from the fervicc by parents, who would wiili their foot to fow 
their wild oats in the army, but who cannot recondte l^ttfXnf* 
felves to the idea of their engaging for life. 

to 
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to affift in tht honie defence, but virtually a^ as 
ifo many recruiting fefjeants for the army.* 

The independence of an Engliflimtan naturally 
recoils at the profpeft of bondage, which gradu- 
ally produces difcontent againft the bent even of 
inclination. How many men are there who have 
now not the fainteft wifh to leave their owii 
Tcftatcs, even for a journey into another county, 
but who, if reftrained by any edid from quitting 
England, would find this ifland too narrow to 
contain them, would draw their breath convul- 
fively as if they craved free air, and feel all the 
mental anguifli of the prifoner in a dungeon. 
What is the inference to be now fairly drawn 
fi'om the perfeverance in the fyftem of enlifting 
for life. Is it not that the Britilli fervice is fo 
obnoxious and little conciliating, that if the per- 
miffion to retire were accorded, the ranks would 
he altogether abandoned, and the fkeleton only 
remain as an eternal and mournful monument of 
the wretchednefs of a foldier's condition? Is it 
net a declamtion to the world that the fervice is 
fo ungrateful to the feelings of the foldiery, that 
w^hen once the unfortunate vi6tim is entrapped 
it is neceffary to fecure his allegiance by a per- 

' * Some fears muft confequendy elapfe before ^h tfkGt 
can be complete^ but the advantages may be fairly calculated 
upon in anticipation. 

£ 4 petual 
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petual ftate of confinement ? Such muft be the 
conclufion which the priefent fyftem. would 
fandion, if the defire of enlifting even under 
the prefent difcouraging circumftances did 
not offer pofitive counter evidence.* I feel 
confident in the aflertion, that nine- tenths of the 
chief officers of the army would reconamend' the 
limitation of fervice as to time, and equally fo, 
that in this cafe the want of men would never 
embarrafs the Government, whofe fole attention 
would then be required to provide the means 
of payment. 

The only objecHon which is ever advanced 
againft the alteration, is founded* upon the diffi- 
cillty of arranging the army in our Colonies. 
But in time of war this inconvenience would 
ceafe ; and in peace furely> there is no diflSiculty 

* Tbc^cnlifting of the militia laft war, the difpofition of |hp 
army of referve, all of whom would have entered into the army, 
if the fame allowances for their families could have been con- 
tinued^ and the prefent defire of the militia, are proofs that in* 
nate fpirit counterads in aflrongdegreethe refinance which the 
fyflem oppofes. The experiment pf limiting the time of fer* 
vice would by np means leflen the fupply wi^ich the prefent 
mode furnifhed to the army, becaufe mpn who are difpofed to 
cnlift for life would gladly enlift for a (horter period. The 
chances are therefore in favour of the alteration ', nor would 
the profped of foon quitting the fervice caufe an indifference 
to charader, but, on the contrary, increafe thp vaiueofa^ood 
name. s 

to 
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to make perpetual changes if heceffary, fince our 
large fleets are continually paffing and repaffing. 
Biit if the infconvenience fliould be ftill greater, 
it never can be of fufficient magnitude to coun- 
tera6i the benefits of the meafure. The officers 
of Government may have additional trouble and 
bufmefs, but the redundant fupply to the army, 
its tribute to juftice, and the brave efficient fer- 
vants of the public, will enfure returns more than 
equivalent to any expence or augmented em- 
ployment. 

It is however to be hoped, that the day is not 
remote when our Colonies fliall ceafe to be fuch 
a claim upon the aftive population of this coun- 
try : That charnel ifoufe muft be clofed for ever 
againft Britifli troops. — The foldier who dies in 
the field is wrapped in the mantle of honour, and 
the pall of glory is extended over his relatives; 
but in a warfare againil climates, the energy of 
the man is deftroyed before life is extinguiftied ; 
he waftes into an inglorious grave, and the cala- 
mitous termination of his exiftence offisrs no 
cheering recolle^ions to relieve the affliftion of 
his lofs. 

But even if this deftru6live fervice fhould be 
prolonged, there is the greater neceffity for 
adopting that fyftem which may be a coiinter- 

poife 
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poifeto thehavock.! If hope, theiBoA diinble 
and fafcinating paffion of the mind be but re* 
fiored to the foldier, the youth of the country 
will flock in crowds to their ftandards. — It is not 
that a foldier expeds a long duration of life, but 
human nature is not fo fervile as to bear with 
refignation the thought of being for ever de- 
prived of the rights of civil liberty, and the idea 
of perpetual fervitude fhould be intolerable to 
Engliihmen. 

The fecond and equally ftrong check to the 
recruiting of the army, is the frequency of cor- 
poral punifhment. This is truly a roofi delicate 
fubje6);, but when the new organization of the 
whole military fyftem is under confideration, and 
has fo much excited the public attention, a fair 
inveftigation of all the impediments, and an en- 
quiry into the abufes which operate to the pre- 
judice of the fervice, becomes no longer an un- 
warrantable interference. Had his Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of York the power of control- 
ling the excefs or the frequency, there then 
could be no neceffity to intrude this difcuffion. 
He has always exprefled himfelf as anxious to 
maintain the greateft degree of difcipline, at the 
fame time as mod interefted to guard the ibldier 
from unneceflary feverity, to make officers regu- 
late 
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late by attention and not by the cat-o'-nine- tails.* 
But not only does an Aft of Parliament give cer- 
tain rights and powers to commanding officers^ 
but the militia are altogether independent of his 
jurifdiftion in the interior management of regi*' 
ments. And if a pofitive reftraint could be iflued,, 
without previous public examination, command- 
ing officers who were checked in their pra6lice 
by this regulation would attribute every diforder 
in the regiment to the Duke of York's order ; 
and it muft indeed be admitted that any partial 
dire6lion of this nature is very difficult, until the 
principle of the praftice is combated by argu- 
ment, and all its evil confequences expofed by 
reafoning. 

Be this however as it may, I feel convinced 
that I have no obje6t but the good of the fervice, 
and confequently to promote the Commander in 

* A ftill greater Perfonage, whofc principle is gencrolity and 
pradice benevolence, has alfo frequently avowed the lame 
fenti ments. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie was alfo an enemy to corporal pa« 
nifhments for light offences. His noble and worthy fucceflbr» 
whofe judgment mufi: haVe great influence. Lord Moira, Gene- 
ral Simcoe, and almoft every General Officer in the Army, cx« 
prefs the fame averlion continually, but they have no power 
of interference. 

Chief 'i 
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Chief's views, and that my feelings are Iblely 
influenced by love of humanity, a grateful fenfe 
of duty to brave men, and not by a falfe am- 
bition of acquiring popularity. If I did not 
think the fubje6l of the moft effential impor- 
tance, no motive fliould induce me to bring it 
forwards; if I was not aware, that however 
eager the Commander in Chief was to inter- 
pofe his authority, that the correftion of the 
abufe does not altogether depend upon his vetOy 
and cannot, with due regard to the peculiar cir- 
cumftances of his fituation, be required to ema- 
nate abruptly from him. My appeal is made to 
the Officers of the Army and Militia, for there 
muft be no marked difcrimination between thefe 
two fervices, notwithftanding there may be a 
great difference, in their different modes of treat- 
ing the foldiery. — 1 fliall feduloufly avoid all per* 
fonal allufions. — ^The objeft in view is of greater 
magnitude than the accufation of individual 
malefaftors. — I fliall not enter into particulars of 
that e^cefs of punifhment which has in many 
inflances been attended with the mofl fatal con- 
fequences. — I will not by quoting examples, re- 
prefent a pidure in too frightful a colouring for 
patient examination ; but, neverthelcfs, having 
pafTed the Rubicon^ I cannot recede from the 

enter- 
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enterprize, and the eaufe muft^ be advocated 
with refolution tempered by difcretion. 

The prefent age" is a remarkable epoch in the 
hiftory of the world. Civili:^ationLis daily niak- 
ing the moft rapid progrefs, and humanity U 
triumphing hourly over the laft enemies of man* 
kind.* But whilft the African excites the com-^' 
paffion of the Nation, and engages the attention 
of the Britifli Legiflature, the Britifh foldier, their 
fellow countryman, the gallant faithful proteftor 
of their Hberties and champion' of their honour^ 
is daily expofed to fufFef under the abufe of that 
power with which ignorance or a bad difpofition 
may 'be armed.— There is no mode of puniih^* 
ment fo difgraceful as flogging, and none more 
inconfiftent with the inilitary charader, whicjji 
fhould be efteemed as the eflence of honour and 
the pride of manhood ; but when what Ihould i>e 
ufed but in very extreme cafes as the ultimum 
fuppUcinm^ producing the moral death of the 
criminal, become* the common penalty for of- 
fences in which there is no moral turpitude, or 
but a petty violation of martial law, the evil 
requires ferious atterltion. 

How iliany foldiers, whofe primeof life has been 

^' * The Slave Merchants. 
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paflcd in the fervice, and who have behaved with 
unexceptionable cpndad);, have been whipt even* 
tually for an accidental indifcretion ; an ab- 
fence from tattoo*beating, or even a dirty 
ihirt Intoxication is an odious vice, and finc9 
the Duke of York has been at the head of the 
army, officers have ceafed to pride themfelves 
upon the infenfate capability of drinking, but, 
nevertheleis, flogging is too fevere as a general pu« 
niihment, for what has been the pra6);ice of offi-> 
cers> and alfo mod decidedly fails in correding the 
diipofition to drink. — Cleanlinefs is a virtue, and 
highly effential for the health of the foldier, hut 
furely there are a thoufand ways of enforcing at- 
tention to drefs, and producing a love of decent 
appearance, without having recourfe to fuch ri* 
gor as corporal punifhment. Abfence from quar- 
ters is a great fault, and mufl be checked ; but i$ 
there no allowance to be madefor young men, and 
the temptations which may occur to feduce fuch 
an occafional negleft of duty ; would not confine- 
ment for an evening or two afterwards be a fuffi- 
cient mortification ? 

Officers are too familiarized to confider fbldij^ 
as mere machines who are infenfible to kind treat- 
ment, and on wbofe minds no reafoning can 
operate ; but if they would remember that man 

i* 
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is an intell(t6liial heing^ fufceptible of xtflefttott 
and iendowed with fkculties^ they flioiild' atleaft 
try.the^expenment fairly ,• and endeavotir foaf^ 
certain whether thofe vicious habits to which thfl 
lower clafles are often addicted, may not be cor- 
reiSed by lenient meafuinesy and afcequent appeal 
to thar chara6);er as foldiers. I am positive that 
the amour propre of man, except in veiy bad fuln 
je6ts indeed, is always to be excited, that the ^ 
prit du corps of regiments may always be formed^ 
and that every foldier may be rendered proud of 
bis profeffion, interefted in the prefervation ofits 
honour, and be fenfibly affefted by its^ difr 
grace. Educated in the 15th Light Dragoons,* 
I was early infirufied tx> refpe6l the foldier; that 
was a corps^ b^ore which the triangles were never 
planted, where each man felt an individual fpint 
of independence, walked ereft as if conicious of 
bis value as a man and a foldier; where aii^^6)^ti 
&»' \m officer and pride in his corps were fo 
blended, that duty became a fatisfa£fcory em-^ 
pteyment^ and to acquire? for each new difttndtion 
the chief ohjeft of their wifhes. With fuch men 
every enterprize was to be attempted which could 

* No corps was ever more fortunate in their cominandinf 
officers—- no cdrps ever behaved more gallantly on all occafioof, 
and the Dukq Qf York is a witnefs of the afieduMMte zeal tbtt 
they alvtfays manifeded for the general ferviceand his perfon. 
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be executed by 'c6urage and devotion, and there, 
^as a fatisfa&ion^at^ommanding them, which 
could never have been derived from a fyftem of 
feverity. 

The fenfe of Ihanie is the feeling which fhould 
be worked upon unleA the fubjieft is incorrigibly 
depraved, and then he is unfit to enjoy the advan- 
tages of afoldier's iituatibn, but ihould be fent to 
fome ftation where he coVild do no mifehief by 
the influence of his 6vil communication, and 
where he might lie employed in conftant labo- 
rious duties. 

Corporal punifhment ought to be fp ramin the 
Britifh feryice, that whenever inflidedy • fuch an 
event ihould be coniidered as remarkable, and 
then the impreffion would be advantageous ; but 
the eye is now fo familiarized to fuch fpeftacles, 
that the fight is no longer fickening or difgufiing, 
and confequently, as indifference gains ground, 
hope of improvement by example muft recede. 
There is no maxim more true than that cruelty is 
generated in cowardice, and that humanity is in- 
feparable from courage. The ingenuity of ofl[icers 
Hiould beexercifed to devife modes of mitigating 
the puniihment and yet maintaining .difcipline. 
If the heart be well difpofedj a thoufand different; 

method 
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ttiethods bf treating offences will^uggefl them- 
felves, but to prefcribe ppfitive penalties for 
breaches of duty is impoflible, fince no tWQ 
cafes are ever exaftly fimilan 

Qui fruitur poena ferus eft, legumqtie vi^etur 
Vindidam praedare fib!« Diis proximus ille eft 
Quern ratio non ira movet^ qui fada rependens 
' ' Coniilio punire poteft. 

Unfortunately many officers will not give them-* 
felves the trouble to confider how they can be 
merciful ; and if a return was publiflied of all 
regimental punilliments within the laft two years, 
the number would be as much a fubjeft of afto- 
nifh ment as regret I knew a colonel of Iriffi mi- 
litia, happily now dead, who flogged in one day 
feventy of his men, and, I believe, punifhed feve* 
ral more the next morning ; but notwithftanding 
this extenfive corredion, the regiment was by no 
means improved. 

Corporal puniihments never yet reformed a 
corps, but they have totally ruined many a 
man who Would have proved, under milder 
treatment, a meritorious foldien They break 
the fpirit without amending the difpofition, — 
Whilft the laflx ftrips the back, defpair writhes 
round the heart, and the miferable culprit, view- 
ing himfelf as fallen below the rank of his fellow 
fpecies, can no longer attempt the recovery of 

F his 



C 60 ) 

his {lation in fociety. Can the brave man, and 
be endowed with any gcnerdfity of feeling, forget 
the mortifying vile condition in which he was 
cxpofed ? Does not therefore the cat-o'-nine-»tails 
defeat the chief object of punifhmeut?* And is 
not a mode of punilhment too fevere which for 
tver degrades and renders abjefl? — Inftead of 
upholding the charafter of the foldier as entitled 
to the refpeft of the community, this fyil^m ren* 
ders him defpicable in his own eyes, and the.ofar* 
je6l of opprobrium in the ftate, or of mortifying 
commiferation. 

Military puniihments, more fevere than the 
common penalties of civil law, are undoubtedly 
required, tlie foldier knows well the neccffity, but 
when they exceed the bounds which a due rer 
gard to juftice and mercy prefcribes, they . only 
deprave the mind, and operate as an encouragcr 
ment to perfeverance in mifconduft. Pain will 
not reform ; the difcipline of the mind is far 

* It is to be remembered that flogging is the commoD treat- 
ment, not an awful extraordinary example. If the pradice of 
foroe militia regiments was imitated throughout all, the whole 
feventy thoufand would be flogged round in fomething left than 
flx years } but even the average of the common pradice in maoy 
corps would reach to that amount at no vei^ dlftant daceii 
there are, however^ forne regiments mofl kindly tceatedraad 
confequently better regulated. 

more 
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vtLote efficacioqs than the jdtfciplii^e .of tSbe bocIy# 
and how muck more iktis&^ry? v ! 



' <■ ■ . . . • . I ;. 



Itis a melancholy t^uth tlhat pAlniihihoiita hare 
con6det9h\y ajugmented, that ignorant and fatal 
notions of difcipline have been introkiocfd intio 
the fervice, fubduing all the amiable emotions of 
fauman nature. Gentlemen who jiifily boaft the 
mod liberal ddacation in the world, have hmh 
liarui^ tbemielves to a decree of piiniihmtfnti 
whi^b chara&erizes no other nation in Europe.*^ 

When a commanding, officer finds difordet in 
the regnnent, inOiead of applying htmfelf to dif** 
cover and remove the caufe, by prudent and cotif 
ciitating arrangements, he too frequently cdnfi« 
didrstbe cat-o'^nine*tail6 as the only vis medica^ 
tri^; flild by an intemperate ufe produces ^ 
ge^ral diforganization, renderiilg thie,good bad, 
inllead of amending the profligate. • ^ ■/. ' 

How many regiments havfe gaiticd idmiration 
when pafling in review, for their ajipearanee and 
maticfcuvre, trhflft the high and exaltid feelitig$ 

* It itmft allb be admitted thit dtumyvho havcbmi raiU 
6^11 the rankt are gsnen^y mono f$ftfp thaa other membera 
cC a ceon-xnartial, or as comiQaodiag officea. 

Fa of 
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of the foldier had long been extirpated by a {yC- 
tern of terror? How many officers have efta- 
bliflied a falfe reputation, whofe regifters of pu- 
niihinen t ihould have branded them with difgrace, 
and rendered them unworthy of their (lations io 
the fervicc ? 

■ Itt proportion as officers are ignorant, of their 
duty, and unequal to the command of men, pu* 
niihment is more frequent, notwithfiandmg there 
are fuch ftrong proofs of the inefficacy of fuch 
feyerity. The 52d regiment is at this moment 
indifputably one of the firft corps in the fervice, 
in every refpe^l. The cat-o'-nine-tails is never 
ufed, and yet difcipline is there feen in the higb- 
efi (late of perfe6lion. In other corps continual 
punifhments are taking place on the fruitlefs at- 
tempt of rivalling the 52d, whereas the y$iy 
means employed forever prevent the poffibility 
of their attaining mediocrity. 

•* 
The 10th battalion of refer ve was railed and 
formed within fix months, as a moft complete 
corps, regular in its conduA, and fit for any 
fervice, with only the punifliment of three old 
bffimders, who had come from other regiments, 
knd none even of thefe received more than fifty 
laihes. A different fyftem was however followed 

in 
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in ot^ier corps, and a mimber of inen piiniflied 
beyond what I feelluyfelf at liberty to ftate.^ 



» ' * 



Whence comes this indifference to our fellow 
fpecies ? This negleft of men, on whofe exerti- 
ons the fife and charafter of officers muft depend, 
by whoJe blood they acquire their fame, and by 
whofe. generous facrifice they expeft the reward 
of viftory ? - 

: . . .. . .; . % . ' . . '' 

• - . . . 

There is a great diftinftion between the rbman-* 
tic theory of falfe philolbphy and' pra6tical con 
du6ii^** No perfon can deny, that as. in the com- 
munity there are many vicious members, there 
mufl alfo be many Jbad men interfperfed in the 
army, whom kind treatment will hot iiiifluenqe^ 
an4 who are callous to the fentimenji, of grati:^ 
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• * Brigadier General Levifdn Gower was 0Bce<»rdencd to 
take the command of the flank companies of the line, m ■whidi 
great diforder had prevailed^ and where the men -had. been 
moil feverely punifhed. He reformed the battalion, and pol 
it into the beft order without any flogging wfaateven The 2d 
battdlioB of the 63d is now in. Ireland, and; in the higheft 
poffible cenditioB^ and although t lOO fhong; has never had 
but eight courts martial. Thefe are creditable'inflmices^ and 
bear unqueflionable evidence thatexcefs of punishment may 
be in mofl inftances dttribnted to the mifmanagement of the 
commanding c^cer. 
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tude. * Profligate beings mxi& and Hiould iuiSer 

without coinroiferatioii, . but the general . iprinct^ 

pie fhould be lenity, and the general abhorrence 

tyranny. 

»■■•■*'■. • - . • . . • 

Npr does the requifi^e judgment of a i^gixaept^l 

couft martial) in t^^ppofe a. fuffi^jap^t creels: upoA 

the feverity of fome^^anninanding officers. Young 

men are allowed to be members, who have never 

confidered the moral efFeds of punifhment ; they 

aref^i^i^rized to fev^n-ity, by tb^ recorded in- 

fta^^qs 4?jf ^l^^r^ jpir^4ecefl^?. They ar^ iuilp|ifted 

to cpi^fi^ef particular oS^jffie^stH forcing ^^:7^t 






* A relaxation of xHfeipline to aojuire popularity is ec}ualljr 
culpable^ and fails ofihe 6b]t&', jince (oldiers do n6t eftfeem in 
ofScer -wttb doea xlot peitbfiA'&i^ i\xty, ami j^reftfrve good ordbr 
in the regiment. 

f FonHhrnent affete loen ytay difTerantljr : . Aom tear a 
gTBfllt imnj JaffaoB witboot ^s^ferii^ mtsch^ cliKara would dia 
nndar tfae iiMDe somber. Bot iliet« it a great; d'u^l^ if^ brwg- 
ing men got at differejftjt times < to recdvc ifasfeiimi^cir of a 
ientehce as foon t% the tender ilun hat tevtred fomfor woondi • 
I coi^ld mention fbme tehrilile iinftaxacet if ovidebt vtafiNiii 4mI 
not checkraei and if the earreidaoo of foeh.abuibt can teA- 
tared in fnhire, there is- no neceflity to diftroTs Iba mond wMi 
eirccmtbrncet which have bad ^dnead^ ihcSt ibQ operatiop ; 
but onljr in very aggravated caibs of criminatitj UidMl 
fliould the remainder of a fentence be InftiAtd aK d'tAmat 
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( n ) 

m ^recife award, without the iotifidd^ati^n KHfk 
matins previous chamber: they are acewftomed 
to truft to the mercy of the commanding officer, 
whefa the pnefence of the Ueutenant colonel or 
the^ major may from the different tfifpofition of 
Ihefe officers make a vafiatibn of the ptanifhment 
^the mod ferlous nature; they too frequently 
aflemble without a thought upon the im- 
portant truft committed to them, they hear with 
l(fvity, and decide wthoutrefleftion. 

■ . • * * 

When Gl^neral Fox coftimatided in the M edt- 
temiiiiean, he ^ fmt back thofe oourts martial 
which awarded excieffive fen tehees, obierving 
that puniihment fiioold nerer be^rritet, and that 
(loOOflit (hould feutence a foklier to receive 
•ttiore iafkea than what the itieitbers them- 
ielves thought right to be aftually inflided. 



c 



iiovr different were fuch fnaxims and conduft 

to the intemperate refentment of other officerti, 

who have threatened courts miartial with the 

.accnfation of contumely, for refuiing to aug- 

r * . 

• I 

periods^ partiailarly as the excefs and not the prefcribed mode 
of puDifiifnent^ as is freqaently th6 cafe in civil law^ prevents 
Ikie execution of the whole fentence in the firft inflance. 

F 4 ment 
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ment an already awarded fentcnce, when their 
reafons for lenity were but too well founded. 

There is fcaj cely a general officer in the fcrvice 
who does not lament the flippancy with which 
the catf o'-nine-tails is ufed ; but they have no 
power of preventing regin>^tal punifhments ci- 
ther in the line or the militia, 

England ihould not. be the laft nation to adopt 
humane improvements ; France allows of flog* 
ging only in her marine; for nteu confined toge- 
ther on board fhip, require a peculiar. difcipline, 
and the punifliment is very different from mili- 
tary feverity. The Germans make greiit criminals 
run the gauntlet, a mgde of puniilunent by 
which every one of their comrades becomes 
their correftor, and thus a greater opprobrium 
is inflifted ; but in their courts martial a private 
always fits where a private is to be judged, and 
a non-cpmmiffioned officer when a non-commif- 
fioned officer is the prifoner. It is true that a 
field officer may order his ferjeant to inflid upon 
his own authority, for petty mifdemeanors thirty 
blows with a cane; a captain, twenty ; a fubaltem, 
twelve; but as this punifhment is infiantane- 
ous, the offender efcapes imprifonment, and his 

comrades 
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jcx>mntdes have, in confequence no additional 
4uty.* 

. . The introdu^on of that pra6tice of ilriking 
fiddlers might not be congenial to the fentiment3 
of EngUihmen, who are accufiomed, from ia- 
£mcy, to confider trial as preVioufly neceflary tp 
aqiy ;e;8uecutio^of puniihment; hut it is abfolute^ 
jieceflary that there fhould be fome revifion of the 
military penal code, a$ it is faulty in many rcr 
fpe&s. No doubt it is eafier to defiroy than tp 
build ; but the defeds are fo palpable, and the im- 
prov^i^ents fo evident, that there is no fear of 
. tlie attempt at reformation failing. In the iar 
terim,. I, prefume to propofe that the follow- 
ing regulationsr would, materially contribute t^ 
(Jiminifh the frequency of corporal puniihment*. 

# 

No officer under age ihould be allowed to fit 
as a member of a court martial 

. All wjtnefles iliould be fwom to evidence. 

M 

I 

No commanding officer fliould fend back a 

^ Thp Germans have an horror of being tied up to reoeivf 
puniibineiit. In a Grerman regiment, in our fervice, where 
puniftiment was very rare, two men deilroyed tbemlelves to 
gvoid this incre^fed difgrace. 

fen ten ce 
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fetitcncc for augmentation of corporal ptinifli* 
inent. 

Cotnmiandlrig officers ftould be iirftrufted to 
avoid a& much' as pofliblc the ordering of courts 
martial for flight oflTetices, but to ufe their t)wn 
diferBti6h as to thie direftion of oflfeudert fuffcr*' 
kg th6 ttiittbr panilhmBiite ;* ftich as'hrtprifon- 
miitt) teHipofaiy marks of di%race,' Inc'i'eaft of 
iatigiie duty, -deprivif fori of all food bttlnfiad 
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Thkt with every jgeneral retimi a fhitetnent of 
tfce o*fF(ihccs cbittmitted, the fentbA*J*s''of th'e 
court's iri^tiat;' and <tne ihfli6ted punilhtnents 
fiioixW 'Kb traiirmitteA to Hikd' 'qiiaVtew ; and 
that there fhould bclcafiorially appear in the gc!- 
neral orders of. the army fom'e remarks upon 
the extent or diminution of crimes arid p'uniih- 
ments grounded upon thefe reports. 

Such preventive checks would not be dif- 

* Artaxerxes ufed to whip fometimes only the garmenti of 
the culprits^ and many a man has been faved to the fervice by 
tnly (bfKriog the difcredit of ^Sttt preparation^ and who after- 
'Wards has declared/ that if a' lafli had been given he never 
fhocfld have risgarded his fttta^ condad. 

plealing 
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pleating to tlie officer who regulates his regiment 
upon proper principles; on the contrary, he 
would feel laudable pride in this expofition of 
the good condu6); of the corps, which the army 
would attribute to his management; but the 
refifiance of the unqualified and fevere would 
afford an additional argument for interferen^ 
wiik tbeir at pre&nt ill-confided authority. 

^ ' if m^ery offiioer would lead '* JSeccaria im 
Critiies and Puniihments," l)e would pot quIj 
have hi^ mind expanded, but become f)ra^C$U3r 
ii better man, and be more ready to regard ^ith 
Indulgenoe theinfirmitiefi of humaa natui^ * ; 

'.^ ttiMiLirAy didinoft ftpoanoufljtuige cbe prbt>n€t7 of iof^' 
glttgtii^ T^lunteert ia tte Weft of £og^4iO^ 9Jfkp of wbomhtA 
fiiW^ his oS&pet OQ parade^ and the other had^Dcouraj;ed tbif 
id of mutiny ; independent of the magnitude pf the oficdce, 
it wa^ eiTentlally neceifary to make fuch an example on lb tt* 
vourable an occalion. The men Were pun iihed ; and Sh! JAir 
Kehnaway, in whcrCt corps they were^ (hewed a firmnvft ubd 
zeal for the public fervice which did biiQ the higbeil hooei^* 
It is not every gentleman who would have undertaken the re- 
l^QBfibUity of inflidting the firft punilhment^and at all events 
rifq^tpg his popularity in the couaty. The good fenfe of tht 
majority of the volunteers^ however^ preventdl any ibdi can* 
Sequences. . ■ . . < 
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THE inlifting for life being altogetlier. abo- 
iifhed, and a different practice of puniihment in- 
4Foduced, a redundance of recruits would foon 
come forwards for the army, and the anxiety of 
parliament would not be excited about a bill 
which after the operation of a twelvemonth, will 
not gain more than 1 3,000 men ; a force which in 
modern days is of no iignificance, and which will 
not repair the cbmmon wear and tear of the army 
in Europe without a continental war. If men be 
thus railed by driblets, England can never have 
a difpofeable force, for the fupply is not equal to 
the prefent expenditure ; and yet flie muft levy 
above 30,000 men to complete the prefent milin 
tary eftablifhment. 

If the militia was reduced, or even the men 
allowed to enlift until there were not more than 
40,000 men left, the army might then derive 
advantage from the aftion of the new bill; 
but at beft it is only an half meafure, not equal 

to 
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to the exigencies of the tifties; and ifot itl 
any degree qualified to affift in the relief of 
the continent. Neverthelefs, as the military 
regulations do not emanate from the executive 
government, but form in detail fubjefts for dif- 
cuffion before a tribunal where there is a' prfedi- 
leStion in favour of, or prejudice againft particu- 
lar, advocates, and where the majority of the 
judges muft be ignorant of all military prin- 
ciples, where no military axiom, however pofi- 
tive in its nature, has not been ' controverted, 
there muft be always great difficulties in the way 
of new propofitions, and impediments to coni- 
plete arrangement, which never perhaps can alto- 
gether be removed, and which no minifter, even 
to prelerve his own credit, can publicly notice. 

' But all parties feem difpofed to approve of 
the enlifting for a fliorter term of years, and 
the meafiire cannot be too foon fubmitted for 
their fanftion. .1 

- The firft engagement for the infantry fliould 
not exceed ten years.* A bounty fuperior to the 
bdunty for recruits in the army of referve fhould 

■ ■ 

* The boy regiments for India fervice could be raifed upon 
a diflind fyflem. 

be 
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be giwn ; but Xk6 man enlifiing for that fistvice 
ihould have more than the difTerence^ otfacrwife 
men ivould always enltft there in the firft infiance 
to fecure double bounty. 

At the expiration of this fervice, if the ibidier 
prefented a certificate of good conduft, he 
ihould be entitled to all the civil rights and iln'^ 
munitiea of the citizen. 

The fecond engagement ihould not exceed 
fix years. The foldier fhould receive nAdU 
tional bounty, and wear fome badge of dtffinc* 
tiQn, if his previous conduft had been med^^ 
torious. 

The third engagement ihould alfo be for iix 
yearS) and in addition to bounty arid an ad- 
ditional badge> he ihould be exempted from fdl 
duties of fatigue, and for the remainder of hb 
life receive a penfion from government. 

If from cafual ficknefs he ihoald he ordeted 
from foreign fervice, to do duty until his re* 
.covery in the army of referve, that time fo paiSetf 
from his regiment ihould not be dedu6);ed from 
the period for which he engaged. 



But 
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.. ButiM> foldter les^vmg the ;diipol€able araiy to 
enlift m (he aroiy of referve without diredions 
firnn ik^ jQQmioander in cluefi in confideratioii 
^fpeciiliair reafoBs to prevent bis . continuanqs 
intbO; regular army, ihould be eDtit;kd:tx> tb^ 

« I 
•- ■ • 

> 

The '. boisnty to be given at each eogag^neat 
tabt/of itho fame vabie>.: .ami .not to e:m:e^di &S 
fMinns for the man who i$ enlifting. 
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ThQ.|miod of (ervice for the ioavalry ihoqld 
be Bdotfe. extended in the firik inftancCi iwdalfo 
for die.utillery. In both cafes^ longer time i$ 
neoeifiMry for their inftru6i;k>a ; and they enjoy 
advantages and comforts of which the infantry 
fervice does not admit. Three years are requir 
fite to make a complete dragoon. Their capitu- 
lation ihould therefore be not for lefs than four* 
Ueu year«^ and infiead of dividing their fervice 
into tliree portions, it would be more advifidMe 
to require only two from them ; thug dtyided, 
the time might be fourteen years and eight yeatis; 

. ■ ■ ■ • 

- • In ftmamok of Una satire detaiML anraag^Hiente^ $m moi 
wMsdSmf. . The adduffictt of tbe prinoifile is tb« oi^}oft> ami 
the minor itgulaticmi af e eafiJjp traccdw 

The 
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The artillery is a peculiar branch where th* 
mind mud in a certain degree be cultivated by 

w 

mathematical fcience ; * a particular arrangement 
ihould therefore be formed for that fervice, of 
which I am not competent to hazard a further 
opinion. But as the public pay to the phyfician 
and counfellor high fees, not as appreciating the 
value of the immediate advice given, but in con- 
fideration of that time which was expended with- 
out any immediate gain, in the profecution of 
iludies neceffary to qualify them for their pro- 
feffions, fo has the (late a right to demand an 
equal return of fervice from thofe fpr whofe in- 
firu6iion flie is at a great expence, and who flie 
is maintaining a confiderable time without any 
reciprocal benefit. 

I cannot conclude thefe remarks upon the 

* The Britifh artillery is a moll refpedable bodj^ and po all 
occafions the corps has done its duty with the grealeft intrepi- 
dity and zeal. It appears fingular that the officers who have 
more fcienti£c inflrudion than the officers, of the army, and 
whofe praftice niuft give them great knowledge of irroundf, 
ihould be reflrided from ferving as general officers with the 
line when they attain that rank. Such iervice coold not injure 
the artillery elUblifliment^ and the general fervice moft be be« 
nefited by the introdudion of officers fo well <]nali4£<L, 

mean& 
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tReatis of recruiting, and the better arrangement 
of the regular army, without mentioning, that 
the Duke of York has, by his perfonal influence 
and perfeverance, within thefe two months, 
eife^cd a meafure wliich he has long meditated, 
and which is as creditable to him as it is jufi tp 
the veteran whofe manhood has been devoted. to 
die fervice of tlie country. 

Until tfcis time, the foldier who from long 
^nd faithful fervice was do longer enabled to 
perfcwrm his duty in the regiment, and of courfe 
iinequal to gain any other livelihood by his la- 
bour and induftry, received the pittance of 7l« 
per annum, which fcarcely could give him main- 
tenance. His unavoidable diftrefs rendered his 
laft days miferable, and he involuutarily appeared 
as the beacon of national ojigratitude, warning 
all to avoid the fervice of a ftate wherein his 
gallant bark had been tliattered for her defence 
apd glory, and wliich refufed her aid to bring 
the wreck into port. There were a few indivi- 
duals who xeceived a ihilling per day, but fo 
few that the bounty was fcarcely a benefit. 

Tlie commander in cliief has finally fucceeded 
in extending this allowance to all old foldiers 

C ,wJio 



who are difcharged, and recommended as merit- 
ing the liberality of the country. * 

* In addition to this great advantage for the army^ an afjlum 
for the children of foldiers^ and the military academy, have 
both been founded during the Duke*s adminiflration. Thefe 
are noble improvements, and confer lafUng benefits. 
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" GUARDS. 

IN re^organizing the army foft« attention 
ought to be paid to the enormous encreafe of 
the Guards whicli bears very hard upon the 
r^*ments and officers of the regular army. Al- 
though the Kuffian army con lifts of 480,000 
men, there are only 10,000 guards, including 
the cavalry. In Pruffia there are but 40O^ 
guards to an army of above fi5O,00O men. In 
Aufiria not fo many, although the privates of 
the Hungarian guards are all noblemen, in an 
army- of near 400,000. Whereas in our fmall 
military eftablifhment there are confiderably 
above 10,000 Guards. 

When it is remembered, that thefe Guards 
never ferve in the Eaft or Weft Indies, the exten- 
fion on that account alone would not be defira- 
ble, as throwing fo much more duty upon the 
regulars ; but the augmentation nioft ferioufly 
afFe6ts the rank and promotion of the officers of 
the army, fince the promotion of the Guards is 
not only extraordinarily rapid, but to preferve 
them as effeflive battalions all their major gene- 
rals are immediately and neceflarily employed, 
notwithftanding the qj^-fms of much older and 
experienced officers who have done their duty 

in all climates. 

G 2 The 
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That the King's houfehold troops fliould have 
particular privileges,* that the rank of lieutenant 
and msyor ihould only be known upon their own 
parades has always been the cufiom, and is 
fan6iioned by the practice of other fervices; but 
furely fome reftraint might juftly be impofed 
upon the . extenfion of fuch privileges, which 
really injure as well as difcontent thofe who are 
entitled to every confideration. If from the fa- 
cility of enlifting mek, which this eftablifhment 
offers, there mud be an augmentation beyond the 
original propofed numbers, furely there would be 
no injufiice in confiping hereafter theie exceflSve 
privileges of acquiring rank, (without pailing 
through the regular gradations of the general 
fervice,) to the officers of the old eiVabliihment; 
and fuch as may, by this arrangemetit, arrive 
within that felefl number. 

To thofe who are zealous for the maintenance 
of the eftabliiliment in all its fplendor and cha- 
raSer, fuch a regulation muft be defirable; fince 
the extreme encreafe removes the eftimation in 
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* The privileges of the guards are not confined to the en- 
^reafed rank> but form a diflind code of fervice for thenifelves^ 
which code, however, is not in writing. 

The guards, at the latter part^oF their fervice in Egypt, very 
bandfomely, however, waved all privileges which mi^ im^* 
pede the general fisrvice. 

which 
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"which the officers were formerly held, as being 
all men of fortune and high connexion, and 
which ought to be the peculiar charafteriftic of 
th(» King's houfehold troops. 

I do not detra6l from their credit when I ob- 
ferre^ . that the Guards are not more ufeful on 
iecirice than other troops. The regimen tS|Of the 
linci ibefaave.witli equal intrepidity^ and areids^ 
Irell .difciplined ; bat the encreafe becomes fbbr-. 
midable to thofe who^ having ftudied the hiftory 
of other nations, are accuftomed to calculate 
paft events as the criterion by which theyiaay 
realba.on what is likely tp happen irifutiirew; i 
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The- .Guards when in the metropolis ate nctoef* 
&rily more diflblute, and lefs acquainted iwith^ 
their :,otficers than the troops of klie line;; fot- 
which creafon, as well as confiderationK to the reft- 
of bi^ army, Louis the XlVth, in the IpfendnM^cif 
his power, did never allow of moiej^an id^OOd^ 
guarids, notwithftanding their cavalry was en^ 
tirely compofed of the nobility of the realm. : ^ ' 
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The great eixpence of this eftibliibrtint mi^tl 
alfo bq^rg^d, and many other topics, which aim 
not proper for public, difcuifidn, but which .ail 
contribute to render the extenfive augmenta&n| 
of the guards a fubjeft for great regret. 

G 3 PAY. 
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: AFTER jconfidcring. the means of providing^ 
the; requifite number, atnl the proper defenptfour 
o£ foldiewifor the regular force, enquiry iiatu*< 
ra;Uy proceeds to an inveitiga4:ion of the pay fbr 
that body- . i ' i 

/ifibe hon^cdmrnKTion^d officers and -privates' 
are paidi. full ; enough and perhaps more than i»^ 
equal to their wants. Provifion at the expiration 
of their fervice was only required, and the^ciotn- 
maindeir in chief has. fecured this^ allowance^ But 
the pay: foe the offix^ers having never been ^en- 
creafed^ excqut in i very triffing degree iu^f^v^HWi' 
qf th^ fubaher D8, fince /the titne of Queen; Atttifc,* 
ijje fame: &tis£ab£):ory admHIton cannot be' con^^ 
Geded.oa their account Either the parliament in 
Her Majeftyilsi reign or our time have adopted 
erroneous principles. There is fo great a difference 
between .jdievAliie of^ money in thole datys, 

■ 

and !tlie - prefispt, that^here can l)e ilo ton- 
gniity bet^recfn the two grants. Queen Anne's 
psrliamecit voted pay to the officers eqiial tor 

their 
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their maintenance, and the charader of their 
refpeftiye ftations. The parliament of the twen- 
ty laft years have neither confidered the one or 
the other neceffary, but voted the allowance 
becaufe fuch. had been the cuftom; If this be 
not the literal explanation of their vote, fuch at 
leaft dmuil be the inference* deduced from the 
eSe6b Is there any honeft man who will deny 
Aati the : country fliould pay thofe fervants who- 
ferve her faithfully and zealoufly, with whofe 
condu£i flie is fatisfied, and who often gain her 
approbation for voluntary exertions beyond the 
prefcribed contraft of required duty? Is there 
in the ftate one man, however great an enem\r 
he may be to (landing armies, who Will not agree, 
that the officers of* the army fhould have pay 
equal to the fpirit of the original grant of par- 
liament, and that they have a demand on ac- 
count of their honeft fervice upon the liberality 
as well as the juftice of the nation? Is there^ 
any minifter who would pretend, that this em- 
pire would refjft the application of the publKj 
money to fatisfy this debt of duty and juftice ? 

r 

What clafs of fociety feel more than the 
officers the depreciation in the value of mo- 
i)ey, the increafe of taxes upon articles of. 

G 4 priiMl: 
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prirtie neccffity,* and tie rife in the price of 
proviiions. 

How happens it, that all other public fcr- 
vants have had their income augmented with re- 
ference to the preffure of the times ; but that thtr 
feilary of thofe who are required to make the 
greateftfacrifices of which human nature is capa- 
ble, fliould not only have no addition,- but bc^ 
reduced five per cent by tlie income tax. 

Is there any income which is. more.entitled ta 
exemptions, which fliouid have been efteemed 
more facred ? The profit to the country in abfo- 
lute return of money, is not very cqnfiderable, 
and tlie effed is highly detrimental : there is not 
a more loyal or generous body in the country; 

. * The dinner meal, whicb, wrthm theie \si£t ten jean, Qod 
pnly is. is now every whece £s. 6d. 5 nor can the ^mand of 
the inn-Heeper be treated as exorbitant. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer very properly dated in the Houfe of Commons, 
tlmt from the preffure of the times, and the depreciation in the 
Value of money, there had been an increafe of 60, per cent, of 
his Majefty*s houfhold expences within the memory of many 
Membejs in that Houfe. Surdy then the fame caufes prodnco 
the fame efFe6t in an officer*s income, and his cafe is fliil more 
grievous, for the officer may lofe his liberty, hh prolonged 
coiifincment eventuaUy deprive him of his commiffioD> and 
the State of his fen ice. 

there 
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thei^eare no men more ready to contribute voluif-- 
tarily to the exigencies of the ftate; but in as 
much as'they were liberstl in fo much ought they 
to have been protefted in their military income, 
wfaich<is but a life annuity, not yielding five per 
venL, ^and the life is alfo at the difpoial of the. 
giBOter; 
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r if ran argument, frequently applied fhould be 
admitted, the pay might be almoft altogether 
abrogated^ for the approvers of the tax, and the 
oppof«rs to the increafe of pay affert, that the de- 
mand, and the high price given for commiffions, 
is a proof that the officers do not confider their 
iituatidn as very unprofitable, or themfelves ag- 
grieved in the fervice; but the principle of this 
reafbning is not juft. 

Young men of fortune eagerly embrace a pro- 
feffion which is efteemed the moft liberal, as be- 
ing^ tlie moft difinterelled, and which is moft con- 
genial probably to their ha^bits. Other young 
.men attra6ted by the miliary reputation, pre- 
yail on their friends to purchafe them a commif- 
lion, or embark the little property which they 
can command in this fpeculation, anticipating 
gratuitous promotion from their merits, and ra 
the delightful delirium of ambition, forget to 

calcu- 
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calculate how they are to provide the neceflkry 
iQCQoie for their maintenance, until the . bounty 
of this preftimed good fortune arrives. * 

But although an increafe of pay ik not re«- 
quired by the. firft clafs, fiill as the iecond fuffer 
from the want of it, the riches of one fhould not 
caufe poverty to the other. In civil life is refe- 
ren,ce made to the private property of the pcnfou 
employed.? are not labour and fervices paid for 
acpQiding to their own value, or is the price 
dired;ed by the extra income of which thofeein* 
ployed are in the receipt ? . 

. * 

In fome inftances wealth, and its attendant 
confeqi,ience, founds a. claim for higher remune* 
rations, but in none does it produce a drswr 
back, except in the army, where only a very 
fmall minority have even independence. 

The principal leaders of the different profdfi*- 
ons would be much aftoniflied if they were pai4 
left than they had a'Hght to expeft, becaufe their 
fortunes were reputed large; and if the whole 

♦ There is another clafs who have commitiiions given, but 
although they fufFer much, they muft aot openly complain* 
Who dare look in the mouth of a gift-horfe ? 

pro- 
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profeflion fuffered on account of that individual 
wealth, from which they derived no benefit, would 
they not juftly confider themfelves as grievoufly 
injured? 

: Are.thelalaries of the officers of ftate, and the 
public offices regulated by this principle, oris 
not the allowance formed upon the prefumed fer- 
vicc tendered to the country, notwithftanding 
fdhie are always, occupied by noblemen of large 
fortupe.* 

Ho^v many eligible young men are excluded 
from the army by thdr friends, becaufe the pay 
is not fufficient to affi3rd a livelihood after the 
commiffion is. purchafed. What prudence can 
prevent diftrefs if the pay be the only income? 
Happy is he in that cafe, who never vifits again 
his native countrv, \\''hen once he has the s:ood 
jbrtune to efcape abroad with his regiment 
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X. Jt isr.tbe intereft of the country to pay the^ 
effic.^^rs of her array liberally* Embarraffment not 
only oppreffes the individual, but tends to the 

• ' • . ' 

* Arc not the falaries of ambafladors to be increafed as an 
inducement for noblemen to accept the appointment ? 

viola; 
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violation of that charafter, which is the funda- 
mental principle of the profeffion. 

It is true that no fervice prefents fuch integrity 
and loyalty as diftinguiflies the Britifh officers ; 
pillage* and treafon are unknown vices amongft 

them; 

^ Perhai>s the averfion to the idea of pillage is canied alK- 
tie too far. In the retreat from Holland in the year 1794 an4 
95, many valuable works of art were left behind> which ought 
have been taken away, but which the French did remove, and 
particularly fome of the mod valuable pifhirea, which are now 
in their gallery of Paris. Their practice of plunder was knoWD^ 
and therefore the fato of this, intereiling property fore&ea^ 
The Venus de Medecis was once in our pofleffioo* hut was 
reftored to grace Paris ; Cleopatra*s needle was not brought ta 
England, becaufe there was an appreheniion that the Torka 
'might coniider the removal, as an.aA of plunder ; for the prohi- 
bition was fent from thofe, who were ignorant at the tivie^ thai 
permillion had been granted by the Turks themlelyes. Hc)w 
often have the march of our armies been impeded from a rc|^r(t 
to the inhabitants ! How often have the foldiers abroad wanted 
proviiions when there was an abundance in thq difierent £nrxa 
houfes ! If France, by the contribution ibe raifes ta nwney and! 
kind, can conquer £urope ; if by a difr^^ard of the ufoal pne* 
tice of war amongft civilized nations, ihe can laoake. the worlc) 
her fubje^s, (he furely (hould be oppofed with fimilar arms ; 
for although war may be made more dreadful to the wretched 
natives, dill the confequences would be propitious to oar po^c-* 
rity. It is one inftance where honefty is not the beft policy, a^d 
after^all fuccefs, in public opinion generally juitifies-thc aieaiir^' 

and 
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theni ; but tbefe very virtues, this iTrfiftancfe to 
temptation incites as an additional intereft in 
their favour, and augments the demand upou 
the generoiity of the nation ;^ nor have they 
common duties to fulfil in return for their fub- 
fiftence. Their qualifications are far above me- 
diocrity. A virtual exile from their country— 
a life of hardfliip, reftlefsnefs and anxiety, when 
on foreign fervice, — a cheerful facfifice of all 
the* endearments and attachments to exiftence at 
the mandate of duty, — enthufiaftic devotion to 
the Britilh glory,— the moft incorruptible fidelity 
and exalted fenfe of honour, are qualities ex- 
peifiied from them, and which expe6lation they 
do not difapix)int. 

I will not pretend that every officer in the 
King's army is entitled to fuch commendations; 
Tior is even animal courage, much lefs the avida 
per iculi virtus, fo frequent a quality as the greater 
part of matikind is difpofed to believe, but there 
is no order in fociety, or perhaps any other ar- 
my, in which fo much general courage and fo 

even the moft injured are frequently the firft to oiFer a voluntary 
homage to the conquerors, forgetting their own wrongs in tha 
admiration of the brilliant triumphs l^y which they were fub« 
jugated. 

man^ 
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many patriotic virtues are colleft^d, fis in the 
officers of the Britifli army. 

What general who has been on fervice, will not 
teftify that in the heat of battle, he has feen the 
pooreft fubaltern making exertions, as if the em** 
pire of the world was to be his prize. — In Euro- 
pean warfare, there can be no collateral induce- 
nient befides honour* to animate his fenfe of 
duty.; and in the eaft, the Britifli officers have in 
|;h9 laft campaign well earned their rewards,, as 
well as the admiration of every people. 

The country and the fervice alfo fuffj^r mate- 
rially from this deficiency of proper income to 
the officers. 

V 

How many excellent and experienced meii 
quit the army at theraukof lieutenant-colpneland 
colonel, iu order to realize the money they have 
Jaid out upon their commiffions, influenced by 
the fear of attaining the rank of major general, 
fome appointment, which would take from 

^ Ii^ Afia the fpolia opima may alfo animate to entefprize) 
bat no troops, except in that country, obtain sftiy prize mooey i 
even the Egyptian troops, although iliips were taken, as wdl 
as great quantities of cannon and flores, have not received a 
ihlJSing. 

them 
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them tbeir regimental comitoiiffion, anil whidi 
ceaftng at the . conclufion of a war, would leave 
them for years upon the half-pay of colonel, aa 
income not amountii^g to 200L per annum. 
■ . -' . . ' *" 

What an allowance is this for a whole life ex^ 
pended in the fervice of the country ? what fee-^ 
ble encouragement for men to continue thcic 
lives in the fervice, ^nd rifque the lofe to their 
families of the capital they embarked in their 
commiilions. The want of good general officers 
is fenfibly felt in the Britifh army, and this isoitf 
of the caufes which occafions fuch a dearth. 

If the war had not broke out again, probably 
many general' officers who had been employed 
all the war, and rendered moft gallant fervicea, 
would have been now, and for many yearar to 
come, reduced upon this pittance, for the fiaff 
could not have been encreafed^ and no extraor* 
diftary mortality was to be expefted amongft the 
generals who had regiments. ♦ 

If a certain income could be attached to the 
rank, independent of any a6live employment, or 

* There Bx^fsiTtxai General olScers now In this melancholy. 

the 
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t^ acquirement of a regiment, another "advafi-' 
tage would alfo refult to the fervice, fince regi- 
ments might then have^ffe^live officers ; * whereas 
the rank of major-general neceffarily remove* 
the lieutenant-colonel, major, or captain having 
that brevet rank from the corps, which may ef- 
fentialy fuffer from tlie abfence of the (iiperior 
officers. 

* 

Moft officers who attain the rank of a generat 
officer have deferved at leaft a decent compe- 
tence, but to deny it is impolitic as well as unjuft 
The battalions of the army of referve, if given 
to fuch general officers would be a means of pro- 
Yiiion, without charging the revenue ; but if -any 
battalions be once giN^en to thofe who have never 
been in the army, however refpedaJble the in- 
ilividuals may be who obtain them,.fiiU fuch a 
door is open for abufe, tlmt eventually the army 
jnay lofe the whole advantage of this augment 

* Regim^fftte arc not fo profitable either, as may be gene* 
rally fuppofed. Tb^re are but few Generals who would not 
prefer a certain income tp off-reckonings. The paynneut Ux 
the freight, and infurance of cloathing to the foreign flations« 
is alfo a moft heavy and una(^cnun table drawback, when fo 
many (lore (hips are continually pafTing, .fi^oietimes half empty. 
On an average the expence is five (hillings ad<Htkmal to dtich 
6axi of cloathing. 

t^tlOU 



tation in the namber of rcgitntnts. It has 
been done no doubt with the view of raifin^ 
men by the local influence of noblemen of large 
property and high chaf after; but neverthelels 
the benefit is not an equivalent for th6 vJdlatioti 
«f an honorary contraft with the army. 

V The fervice ihould be *fo advantageous^ that 
no individual could, in fo very eflential a' degree, 
become neceffary for the procuring of a fupply 
of men. If noblemen and gentlemen can com- 
mand, during a war, high rank, ad libitum^ what 
encouragement is given to the regulat officers 
for toiling during many years of peace through 
the ranks and fubmitting to all the inconve- 
niences of abfence, &c. from their native coun- 
try and femilies. Belides the rich flrould not 
deprive thofe who may be in want of the emolu- 
ment and which they have a right to expeft ; oir 
foecaufe they are of high diftin6lTon affunie com- 
mand when command is alone defirable fiom thofe 
who have prepared themfelves for fuch refponfi- 
bility by regular promotion : but unfortunately 
no commander in chief can aft altogether inde- 
^ndently, although the whole burthen of en- 
croachment on his own regulations is laid upon 
him, and this is the principal reafon why a mili- 
tary force cannot be properly formed m tkH 

H coun- 
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country, and why fo many unaccountable event; 
take place in the government of the army. 

Whether commiffions flxould or ihould not be 
fold, is a queftion which has frequently beeu 
agitated, and muft always remain undecided. If 
the militia be aboliihed, the argument is certainly 
ftrengthened in favour of the purchafe of ccnn- 
miffions to a certain extent; but all muft agree, 
that tlie prefent plan of allowing officers to fell 
only thofe commiffions which they have pur- 
chafed is an excellent regulation, and which 
only in very peculiar cafes fhould ever be broken. 
If, however, an increafe of pay Ihould be grant- 
ed, it is very requifite that fome precaution^ 
lliould be taken to prevent the encreafe in. the 
price of commiffions, and the confequent injury 
to thofe officers on wliom Fortune has* not la? 
vifhed her bounty, . although nature may have 
gifted them with every good quality. 

The prefent check upon the fale of commif- 
fions is nugatory in its propofed effisft, and 
highly cenfurable in its moral confequences.* 

Tho 



* An officer figns a papcfi;, in which he declares, upon the 
^rd and honour of an officer and gentlemen, that he neither 

pays 
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The honour of an officer fhould be inviolable^ 
and every fubterfuge deemed derogatory to the 
military charafter. If an officer was afked in a 
court of law whether he had fubfcribed his name, 
under fo folemn a pledge, to what was falfe, 
would the jury on his anfwering in the affirma- 
tive confider him as an immaculate witnefs. It 
is very wrong to fubjeft honourable men to fuch 
cxpofure; for out of the army the pleaof cuftom 
wouM be no juftification and. but partially ex- 
tenuate. 

The raifmg of men for ranlc is a very injuridus 
meafur^;, and one which makes a bad impreffion 
on foreign nations, as to the corapofition of the 
Englifh army. Before the prefent Cominaader 
in Chief was appointed, foreigners concei vied that 
the only diffisrence between a fubaltern of foot 

pays or receives, dlredly or indireftly, more than the King's 
regulation; whereas almoft every officer has paid or received 
more than the ftipulated fum, and this pra6tice is fo general 
and fo well underftood, that no infamy is attached to the 
tranfadion. But if an officer ftiould be brought to a court 
martial for fuch an offence, the fcntence mull: be caftiicring, 
although every member might be equally culpable. At the 
Cudom Houfe, it is faid, this buiinefs is better regulated : 
there (lands a man who takes (for a fee) all the neceflary oaths, 
9S a cudom time immemorial, and who bears the e^iphatic 
nfune of the damned foul. 

H 2 the 
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aud a general of horfcj confided in the want of 
money to purchafe the latter rank. The abfolute 
ariftocracy of wealth is a very unprofitable efta- 
blifhment in a fervice where courage ai>d talents 
are the effential properties. Latterly, qualified 
officers have alone been allowed to obtain by thefo 
means promotion, but the fucceifors of the Duke 
of York may not difcriminate with fo much in- 
tegrity, and therefore what may be .made an 
infirument of injuflice, ihould be altogether 
avoided. * 

* A friend of mine and of mankind wrote a very ingenious 
Elfay on this fubjedt^ in which he recommends^ that the cuf- 
tom (hould be extended to the navy, and' all the civil inftita* 
tions of the country. Thus a lieutenant might become a cap* 
tain of a man of war ^ a captain, an admiral; an apothecarv^ 
a phylicianj a common phyfician, phyfioian eKtraofdinary 5 
an attorney, a counfellor; a counfellor, a judge; adoggrel 
rhimer, a poet laureat; a charge d'affaires, ambaifador; an 
anderling of office, chancellor of the exchequer, &c. &c. Sec. 
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DISTINCTIONS. 

* ^ 

Non levia aut ludicra petuntur praemia. 

MILITARY Diffinaioti fs a fabjear mote 
congenial to the miiifary charafterthan an invef- 
tigation of pay, although in the Britifli fervice 
thefe honourable feelings have not been much en- 
couraged, nor has this cheap defence of nations 
been fufficientlyefti mated. Much has been done 
to deftroy this generous ardour, to dire6l the at- 
tentfon of the foldier to more fubftantial but not" 
equally fatisfadory remunerations. Diftiniftiollir 
whichrwere confldered as fach, becaufe they weire 
tfce* appendages of meritorimis fervices, have 
ceafed^ to retain their value fince they no Ibnger 
tfeftify as the pofitive evidence of any merit. ♦^ 
There are now fo many Royal uniforms in the 
different corps of our heterogenous army, that to 
fee a regiment without the blue-facing is a matter 
of furprife. The Parliament of England has even 
been induced to beftow the thanks of the nation. 

* The value of honorary rewards confifts in their rarity. Iv. 
is «ven . better that fome men (hould not receive fudi recom-> 
pKsnces which may be their due, than that by their too liberai' 
difiribution the fruit of the invention fliouldbe lod. 

H3 for 
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IT anticipated fervice, where fuch an approbation 
lould only follow the moft diflinguiihed good 
;ondu6l. The army has hitherto been difpoied 
:o regard the thanks of the Britifli Senate as a 
confecrated eulogy — as the nioft gratifying and 
bigheft reward which could be conferred. But 
the fan6lity of the a6l has been violated, and 
the charm much weakened if not altogether 
diflblved.* 

That diftindions are of great ufe there can be 
no difference of opinion. They encourage en- 
terprize, create a generous ardour, and fecure 
th^ beft aifeftions of the foldiery : they pro- 
duce an energy which no pecuniary rerautie- 
rations can excite, and form the fpirit which^ 
ihould charafterize the profeffion. If a rib; 
bon or any decoration can bring into a3;ioQ 
all the noble feelings of which human. nature is 

♦ The inference which I am about to draw is certainly not 
ilriftly applicable, but it is extraordinary that the well-i-io- 
formed propofer of that meafure did not remember that the 
befl hidorians have obferved, that as States are declining, ho- 
nours are laviihly diftributed. Thus when Cicero demanded 
for Sulpicius, who died on a journey, tlie fame honours as were 
decreed for thofe ambaifadors who were killed at their pofl,1t 
was regarded -as a certain inclination of the tottering conciUtidii 
of the Common Wealth. 

fufcep*- 



( 103 ) 

fufceptible^ ev^n the philofopheir cannot defpife 
fuch an acquiefcence with a generous pride, 
fince, although the motive may be felfiih, it can* 
jaot be fiigmatized as fordid. 

. There is one military order in England — The 
Bath, — but it is in name only military. Thofe 
whp have diftinguidied themfelves as minifters, 
ambaifadorSy or in any other department of the 
ftate, or order of fociety, are well worthy of the 
highefl honours ; but if they be admitted as 
members of a military order,* thofe really mi- 
litary fhould have fome marked diftinftion in 
addition to the common decoration. Upon th< 
Order of Bath there might alfo be a fecond and 
third cljtfs eftablilhed, according to the diffe-' 
rent fervices performed, and with reference t6 
the command which the candidate had at the 
time of his rendering himfelf worthy of the dif- 
tin^lion. For the foldiers there might be filver 
and gold medals, as are granted in the Auftrian 
fervice. But if thefe orders fliould ever be efta- 
bliihed, it will be highly neceffary that the 
honours be recommended, after a due exanuna- 

' * Or rather military men introduced into the Order of the 
Bath fince it was only made a military order by his pre(eot 

Majefty. 
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tion of the claims, by a Council of Officer 
to the Sovereign through the Comtnander in 
Chief; and that the firft flatute fhould be liioft 
facredly maintained. " No political interference 
Ihall influence in any way dire6lly or indire6lly 
the decifion of the Council. To beftow fach 
honours unmeritedly would be, in faft, to do what 
Antifthenes fo poignantly ridiculed when he pro*- 
pofed to the Athenians to make a decree, " that 
aj^s fliould be horfes.'' 

This is the moment to oflfer fuch encourage* 
ment, to animate the foldiery unto the higheft 
feelings of emulation, for the time is not very 
diftant when recourfe muft be had to every ex-» 
citing principle which can augment natural cou^ 
rage — when every power of the ftate, and all the 
energies of a great people, muft have the moft 
vigorous impulfe applied, to reiift the defperate 
enterprize of a prefumptuous but adive and war-* 
like enemy. * 

Perhaps 

*jiThe cuflom of granting public moniimentg m St. Pttal'i 
is very praife- worthy — but every Captain in the Navy, bc- 
caqfe be has fallen in an adion^ ibould not bave tfaif fao- 
nour^ ^^'bich {liouid imply the polTeOioii and difplay of great 
talents as well as valour. — Every Colonel in the Army kilkd 
in battle at the head of his regiment in a great line, woald havii 

equal 
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' Perlfaps tdanjr may confider the opinidi!* which 
Thavie advanced as artogant, but if the fafts be 
ai^henticy the concluiions natural, the improVi^ 
i^e&ts propofed confiftent with good fenfe, policy 
andjufiice, no reference fliould be made to the 
prejudice of the writer from any perfonal confi- 
deration of his rank or age ; but if the eflfeft for 
Whicti'I have hassarded fbthe ihCdiiveriience be 
fecured, I Ihall confole myfelf with the reffeftiotx 
that my motives are honeft and difinterefted, and 
exult in a fuccefs even if obtained by my own 
facrifice4* 

equal pretenfions, and then the univerfality would defeat the 
objed. — When Lord Nelfon coipnianding a fleet, cried out, 
" I will earn this day a Peerage or a Monument in Well* 
miniler Abbey !" he rendered homage to both diflindions^ 
and gave a ftrong proof of the value of fuch honorary rewards ^ 
that although the eftimation of poderity is the true obje^ of 
great and noble minds, a feather, a title, or a cenotaph may bd 
made an additional incentive to the mod heroic adions. It 1$, 
however, a wife regulation in France, which direds, that no 
tomb (hall be raifed in the Pantheon, until the merits of the de« 
ceafed are acknowledged, after the lapfe of ten years. 

* Sir Ralph Abercromby is a memorable inflance, that even 
licentioufnofs and mifcondu6t is not always to be cenfured.-* 
To the Irilh militia he faid, *' You are formidable only to 
the peaceful inhabitants of your own country 5" and imme* 
diately he was removed from his command. His iptegrity 
never could be doubted : events proved his judgment, and the 
^i^thority foe fuch a fevere obfervatioi^. No troops are braver 

than 



.dsan'Irifli.foldiera^ wHh cu^^ds t^ne, as a.Teiyga&qjit oiioer, 

.lately kiUe^ ia India> Taid^ ^d wiipib raiment had fi^ffired 
much in a partial affair^ *' they would attack and beat atleaft 
an equar number of Frenchmen who had no'ffints in their 
mufkets,^or only nrmed with iwords.** But if Grcilci'al Hum- 
'btit hadlatidifd with 50,000 jlkked troops, would he not liavt 
jreached Dublin before he^^id down his armi ?, This q^dfticvi 
General i^ufnbert put himjfelf. to a mofl: intelligent 'officer^ 
whofe anfwer was^ however^ i^ec^arily adyerfe-tohis f rfVBt^ 
opmioxi« 
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